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1 JOHN 4:1-6

____________________________ Out For False Claims

1 Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You 
must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many 
false prophets in the world.

1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will 
turn away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that 
come from demons. 

A Person With False Claims

They Adjust The Creed

They Create Confusion

They Refuse To Receive Counsel

They Are Carnal

__________________________ Doctrine Confuses Right Doctrine

2 This is how we know if they have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming to be a 
prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body, that person has the 
Spirit of God.
3 But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truth 
about Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of the 
Antichrist, which you heard is coming into the world and indeed is already here. 

We Have Already _____________________ The Victory

4 But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over 
those people, because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who 
lives in the world.

John 16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will 
not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about 
the future.
14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me.
15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell you 
whatever he receives from me.’ 



__________________________ Viewpoint Versus The Word’s Truth

5 Those people belong to this world, so they speak from the world’s viewpoint, 
and the world listens to them.
6 But we belong to God, and those who know God listen to us. If they do not 
belong to God, they do not listen to us. That is how we know if someone has the 
Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception. 

John 14:6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come 
to the Father except through me. 

John 14:15 “If you love me, obey my commandments.
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will 
never leave you.
17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, 
because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, 
because he lives with you now and later will be in you.
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