SPIRITUAL GROWTH

2 Peter 3:17 You already know these things, dear friends. So be on guard; then you will
not be carried away by the errors of these wicked people and lose your own secure
footing.

18 Rather, you must grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. All glory to him, both now and forever! Amen.

Accepting Acceptance

Be Aware Of Your

Give Up The As A Means To Acceptance

Romans 3:27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by
God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on
faith.

28 So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law.

Deal With Tendencies To Acceptance

Use Acceptance To

Don’t Acceptance

Don’t Confuse Acceptance With

Deal With Acceptance Problems As Issues

Ecclesiastes 7:13 Accept the way God does things, for who can straighten what
he has made crooked?
Guilt
The Source And Resolution Of Guilt

Romans 5:12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought
death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.



Romans 3:19 Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was given, for its
purpose is to keep people from having excuses, and to show that the entire world
is guilty before God.

20 For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law
commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.

21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping
the requirements of the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the
prophets long ago.

22 We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is
true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.

1 John 3:19 Our actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be
confident when we stand before God.

20 Even if we feel guilty, God is greater than our feelings, and he knows
everything.

21 Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can come to God with bold confidence.

1 John 4:15 All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God have God living in
them, and they live in God.

16 We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love.

God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.

17 And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid
on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like
Jesus here in this world.

18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it
is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his
perfect love.

Reasons Why We Struggle With Guilt

Wrong

1 John 1:8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and
not living in the truth.

9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.

10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing
that his word has no place in our hearts.

Disconnection from

False




Weak

1 Corinthians 8:7 However, not all believers know this. Some are
accustomed to thinking of idols as being real, so when they eat food that
has been offered to idols, they think of it as the worship of real gods, and
their weak consciences are violated.

8 It’s true that we can’t win God’s approval by what we eat. We don’t lose
anything if we don’t eat it, and we don’t gain anything if we do.

9 But you must be careful so that your freedom does not cause others with
a weaker conscience to stumble.

10 For if others see you—with your “superior knowledge” —eating in the
temple of an idol, won’t they be encouraged to violate their conscience by
eating food that has been offered to an idol?

11 So because of your superior knowledge, a weak believer for whom
Christ died will be destroyed.

12 And when you sin against other believers by encouraging them to do
something they believe is wrong, you are sinning against Christ.

Confusion of Conscience with the

Godly Sorrow Versus Sorrow

2 Corinthians 7:8 | am not sorry that | sent that severe letter to you, though
| was sorry at first, for | know it was painful to you for a little while.

9 Now | am glad | sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain
caused you to repent and change your ways. It was the kind of sorrow
God wants his people to have, so you were not harmed by us in any way.
10 For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us away from
sin and results in salvation. There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. But
worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual death.

11 Just see what this godly sorrow produced in you! Such earnestness,
such concern to clear yourselves, such indignation, such alarm, such
longing to see me, such zeal, and such a readiness to punish wrong. You
showed that you have done everything necessary to make things right.



