SPIRITUAL GROWTH

2 Peter 3:17 You already know these things, dear friends. So be on guard; then you will
not be carried away by the errors of these wicked people and lose your own secure
footing.

18 Rather, you must grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. All glory to him, both now and forever! Amen.

God’s Word

The Bible Prescribes the of Growth

Being progressively set apart for God’s use

Romans 6:17 Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now you
wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you.

18 Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to
righteous living.

19 Because of the weakness of your human nature, | am using the illustration of
slavery to help you understand all this. Previously, you let yourselves be slaves
to impurity and lawlessness, which led ever deeper into sin. Now you must give
yourselves to be slaves to righteous living so that you will become holy.

20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right.
21 And what was the result? You are now ashamed of the things you used to do,
things that end in eternal doom.

22 But now you are free from the power of sin and have become slaves of God.
Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life.

Being changed from the inside out
Romans 12:2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will
learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
Spiritual Growth

Maturing spiritually

1 Peter 2:1 So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy,
jealousy, and all unkind speech.



2 Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow
into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this nourishment,
3 now that you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness.

2 Corinthians 3:15 Yes, even today when they read Moses’ writings, their hearts
are covered with that veil, and they do not understand.

16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom.

18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of
the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as
we are changed into his glorious image.

The Bible Prescribes The Of Growth

2 Timothy 3:14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught.
You know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you.

15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given
you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus.
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to
make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and
teaches us to do what is right.

17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.

This passage gives four uses of the Bible that have different emphases
Teach us what is true

Make us realize what is wrong in our lives

Corrects us when we are wrong

Teaches us to do what is right

Righteousness

Matthew 6:33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will
give you everything you need.

Ephesians 4:21 Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that
comes from him,

22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust
and deception.



23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes.
24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.

Philippians 1:9 | pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep
on growing in knowledge and understanding.

10 For | want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return.

11 May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character
produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God.

Hebrews 12:11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But

afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this
way.

We put off the old ways of doing things and turn to the ways that God does things

We seek understanding and insight

We commit to the pain of discipline in order to grow




