JOSHUA

Joshua 1:8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so
you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed
in all you do.
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About The War (1-2)

8:1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid or discouraged. Take all your
fighting men and attack Ai, for | have given you the king of Ai, his people, his
town, and his land.

2 You will destroy them as you destroyed Jericho and its king. But this time you
may keep the plunder and the livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind
the town.”
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Of The War (3-29)

8:3 So Joshua and all the fighting men set out to attack Ai. Joshua chose 30,000
of his best warriors and sent them out at night

4 with these orders: “Hide in ambush close behind the town and be ready for
action.

5 When our main army attacks, the men of Ai will come out to fight as they did
before, and we will run away from them.

6 We will let them chase us until we have drawn them away from the town. For
they will say, ‘The Israelites are running away from us as they did before.’ Then,
while we are running from them,

7 you will jump up from your ambush and take possession of the town, for the
Lord your God will give it to you.

8 Set the town on fire, as the Lord has commanded. You have your orders.”



The

25 So the entire population of Ai, including men and women, was wiped out that
day—12,000 in all.

27 Only the livestock and the treasures of the town were not destroyed, for the

Israelites kept these as plunder for themselves, as the Lord had commanded
Joshua.

After The War (30-35)

8:30 Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal.

31 He followed the commands that Moses the Lord’s servant had written in the
Book of Instruction: “Make me an altar from stones that are uncut and have not
been shaped with iron tools.” Then on the altar they presented burnt offerings
and peace offerings to the Lord.

32 And as the Israelites watched, Joshua copied onto the stones of the altar the
instructions Moses had given them.

33 Then all the Israelites—foreigners and native-born alike —along with the
elders, officers, and judges, were divided into two groups. One group stood in
front of Mount Gerizim, the other in front of Mount Ebal. Each group faced the
other, and between them stood the Levitical priests carrying the Ark of the Lord’s
Covenant. This was all done according to the commands that Moses, the servant
of the Lord, had previously given for blessing the people of Israel.

34 Joshua then read to them all the blessings and curses Moses had written in
the Book of Instruction.

35 Every word of every command that Moses had ever given was read to the
entire assembly of Israel, including the women and children and the foreigners
who lived among them.

Why Do We Worship




