
THE CHANGES GOD MAKES

2 Corinthians 3:17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is freedom. 
18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. 
And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed 
into his glorious image. 

What Keeps Us From Allowing God To Change Us

Mark 2:1 When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread 
quickly that he was back home. 
2 Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no 
more room, even outside the door. While he was preaching God’s word to them, 
3 four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. 
4 They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so they dug a hole through 
the roof above his head. Then they lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of 
Jesus. 
5 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins are forgiven.” 
6 But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to 
themselves, 
7 “What is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!” 
8 Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you 
question this in your hearts? 
9 Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, pick up 
your mat, and walk’? 
10 So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” 
Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, 
11 “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!” 
12 And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the stunned 
onlookers. They were all amazed and praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve never seen 
anything like this before!” 

________________________ Of Help

2 Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors that there 
was no more room, even outside the door. While he was preaching God’s word 
to them, 
3 four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. 
4 They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so they dug a hole 
through the roof above his head. Then they lowered the man on his mat, right 
down in front of Jesus. 
5 Seeing their faith…



Philippians 2:2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each 
other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. 

Hebrews 10:24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 
good works. 
25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. 

______________________

5 …Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins are forgiven.”

2 Corinthians 7:10 For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us 
away from sin and results in salvation. There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. 
But worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual death. 

______________________ Thinking

6 But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to 
themselves, 
7 “What is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!”

John 9:39 Then Jesus told him, “I entered this world to render judgment—to give 
sight to the blind and to show those who think they see that they are blind.” 
40 Some Pharisees who were standing nearby heard him and asked, “Are you 
saying we’re blind?” 
41 “If you were blind, you wouldn’t be guilty,” Jesus replied. “But you remain 
guilty because you claim you can see. 

Romans 12:16 Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the 
company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all! 

_______________________ Problems

8 Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do 
you question this in your hearts? 
9 Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, 
pick up your mat, and walk’? 
10 So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive 
sins.”…



Luke 6:42 How can you think of saying, ‘Friend, let me help you get rid of that 
speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite! 
First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with 
the speck in your friend’s eye. 

Colossians 2:8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-
sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers 
of this world, rather than from Christ. 

Lack Of _______________________ Obedience

10 …Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, 
11 “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!” 
12 And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out…

Psalm 119:59 I pondered the direction of my life, and I turned to follow your laws. 
60 I will hurry, without delay, to obey your commands. 

1 Peter 1:14 So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into 
your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better 
then. 

__________________________ Fear

12…through the stunned onlookers. They were all amazed and praised God, 
exclaiming, “We’ve never seen anything like this before!” 

Psalm 23:4 Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for 
you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me. 

Mark 10:27 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. 
But not with God. Everything is possible with God.” 

Ephesians 3:20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work 
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 


