THE CHANGES GOD MAKES

2 Corinthians 3:17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom.

18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord.
And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed
into his glorious image.

From Mess To Masterpiece

Romans 8:20 Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager
hope,

21 the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious
freedom from death and decay.

22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up
to the present time.

Keys To Becoming A Masterpiece

Key 1: Understand We Live in a Messy World

Romans 5:12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought
death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.

Key 2: Know That God Is Closer Than We

Acts 17:26 From one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth.
He decided beforehand when they should rise and fall, and he determined their
boundaries.

27 “His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way
toward him and find him—though he is not far from any one of us.

Key 3: a Party in the Pit

Key 4: Turn Tragedies into

Suffering Spiritual Maturity

James 1:2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your
way, consider it an opportunity for great joy.

3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a
chance to grow.



4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be
perfect and complete, needing nothing.

Our Disappointments Are

Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes everything to work together
for the good of those who love God and are called according to his
purpose for them.

29 For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become
like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers
and sisters.

God Is Working To Build Character

2 Corinthians 3:16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is
taken away.

17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom.

18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the
glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and
more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.

Philippians 1:10 For | want you to understand what really matters, so that
you may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return.

11 May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous
character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much
glory and praise to God.

Key 5: Know The

Romans 5:3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we
know that they help us develop endurance.

4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our
confident hope of salvation.

5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.

Suffering Produces Endurance
Endurance Produces Character
Character Produces Hope

Hope Produces An Awareness Of God’s Love



