
THE DRIFT FACTOR

Colossians 1:19  For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ,
20  and by him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in 
heaven and on earth by means of his blood on the cross.
21  This includes you who were once so far away from God. You were his enemies, 
separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions,
22  yet now he has brought you back as his friends. He has done this through his death 
on the cross in his own human body. As a result, he has brought you into the very 
presence of God, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a 
single fault.
23  But you must continue to believe this truth and stand in it firmly. Don't drift away 
from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good News has 
been preached all over the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed by God to proclaim 
it.

Hebrews 2:1  So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may 
drift away from it.

The Facts About Drifting

! It Is  To All Christians

! It Is  In Our Lives

! It Will Affect Us When We Get 

! It Will Affect Us When We Get Over 

The Fight To Resist Drifting

!  The Pull

! ! James 4:4  You adulterers! Don't you realize that friendship with this world 
! ! makes you an enemy of God? I say it again, that if your aim is to enjoy this 
! ! world, you can't be a friend of God.
! ! 5  What do you think the Scriptures mean when they say that the Holy 
! ! Spirit, whom God has placed within us, jealously longs for us to be 
! ! faithful?
! ! 6  He gives us more and more strength to stand against such evil desires. 
! ! As the Scriptures say, "God sets himself against the proud, but he shows 
! ! favor to the humble."
! ! 7  So humble yourselves before God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee 
! ! from you.



!  Where You Are Now

! ! 2 Timothy 3:14  But you must remain faithful to the things you have been 
! ! taught. You know they are true, for you know you can trust those who 
! ! taught you.
! ! 15  You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they 
! ! have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting 
! ! in Christ Jesus.
! ! 16  All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true 
! ! and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and 
! ! teaches us to do what is right.
! ! 17  It is God's way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every 
! ! good thing God wants us to do.

!  When You Have Drifted

! ! 2 Corinthians 7:10  For God can use sorrow in our lives to help us turn 
! ! away from sin and seek salvation. We will never regret that kind of sorrow. 
! ! But sorrow without repentance is the kind that results in death.

!  To Where You Belong

! ! Revelation 2:1  "Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. 
! ! This is the message from the one who holds the seven stars in his right 
! ! hand, the one who walks among the seven gold lampstands:
! ! 2  "I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your 
! ! patient endurance. I know you don't tolerate evil people. You have 
! ! examined the claims of those who say they are apostles but are not. You 
! ! have discovered they are liars.
! ! 3  You have patiently suffered for me without quitting.
! ! 4  But I have this complaint against you. You don't love me or each other 
! ! as you did at first!
! ! 5 Look how far you have fallen from your first love! Turn back to me again 
! ! and work as you did at first. If you don't, I will come and remove your 
! ! lampstand from its place among the churches.

!  Where You Belong

! ! Hebrews 6:18  So God has given us both his promise and his oath. These 
! ! two things are unchangeable because it is impossible for God to lie. 



! ! Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can take new courage, for 
! ! we can hold on to his promise with confidence.
! ! 19  This confidence is like a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It 
! ! leads us through the curtain of heaven into God's inner sanctuary.

!  To Grow In God

! ! Ephesians 5:15  So be careful how you live, not as fools but as those who 
! ! are wise.
! ! 16  Make the most of every opportunity for doing good in these evil days.
! ! 17  Don't act thoughtlessly, but try to understand what the Lord wants you 
! ! to do.
! ! 18  Don't be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, let 
! ! the Holy Spirit fill and control you.
! ! 19  Then you will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 
! ! yourselves, making music to the Lord in your hearts.
! ! 20  And you will always give thanks for everything to God the Father in the 
! ! name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
! ! 21  And further, you will submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

! ! Philippians 1:9  I pray that your love for each other will overflow more and 
! ! more, and that you will keep on growing in your knowledge and 
! ! understanding.
! ! 10  For I want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live 
! ! pure and blameless lives until Christ returns.
! ! 11  May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation - those good 
! ! things that are produced in your life by Jesus Christ - for this will bring 
! ! much glory and praise to God.

!  To Be A Casual(ty)

! ! Hebrews 6:10  For God is not unfair. He will not forget how hard you have 
! ! worked for him and how you have shown your love to him by caring for 
! ! other Christians, as you still do.
! ! 11  Our great desire is that you will keep right on loving others as long as 
! ! life lasts, in order to make certain that what you hope for will come true.
! ! 12  Then you will not become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you 
! ! will follow the example of those who are going to inherit God's promises 
! ! because of their faith and patience.


