
A WONDERFUL EXPECTATION

1 Peter 1:3  All honor to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for it is by his 
boundless mercy that God has given us the privilege of being born again. Now we live 
with a wonderful expectation because Jesus Christ rose again from the dead.

A Wonderful Expectation In Spite Of Death

John 11:1  A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary 
and Martha.
2  This is the Mary who poured the expensive perfume on the Lord's feet and wiped 
them with her hair. Her brother, Lazarus, was sick.
3  So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, "Lord, the one you love is 
very sick."
4  But when Jesus heard about it he said, "Lazarus's sickness will not end in death. No, 
it is for the glory of God. I, the Son of God, will receive glory from this."
5  Although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus,
6  he stayed where he was for the next two days and did not go to them.
7  Finally after two days, he said to his disciples, "Let's go to Judea again."
8  But his disciples objected. "Teacher," they said, "only a few days ago the Jewish 
leaders in Judea were trying to kill you. Are you going there again?"
9  Jesus replied, "There are twelve hours of daylight every day. As long as it is light, 
people can walk safely. They can see because they have the light of this world.
10 Only at night is there danger of stumbling because there is no light."
11  Then he said, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go and wake him 
up."
12  The disciples said, "Lord, if he is sleeping, that means he is getting better!"
13  They thought Jesus meant Lazarus was having a good night's rest, but Jesus meant 
Lazarus had died.
14  Then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead.
15  And for your sake, I am glad I wasn't there, because this will give you another 
opportunity to believe in me. Come, let's go see him."
16  Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let's go, too - and die 
with Jesus."
17  When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in his 
grave for four days.
18  Bethany was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem,
19  and many of the people had come to pay their respects and console Martha and 
Mary on their loss.
20  When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him. But Mary 
stayed at home.
21  Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22  But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask."
23  Jesus told her, "Your brother will rise again."
24  "Yes," Martha said, "when everyone else rises, on resurrection day."



25  Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die like everyone else, will live again.
26  They are given eternal life for believing in me and will never perish. Do you believe 
this, Martha?"
27  "Yes, Lord," she told him. "I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one who has come into the world from God."
28  Then she left him and returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners 
and told her, "The Teacher is here and wants to see you."
29  So Mary immediately went to him.
30  Now Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met him.
31  When the people who were at the house trying to console Mary saw her leave so 
hastily, they assumed she was going to Lazarus's grave to weep. So they followed her 
there.
32  When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell down at his feet and said, "Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died."
33  When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, he was 
moved with indignation and was deeply troubled.
34  "Where have you put him?" he asked them. They told him, "Lord, come and see."
35  Then Jesus wept.
36  The people who were standing nearby said, "See how much he loved him."
37  But some said, "This man healed a blind man. Why couldn't he keep Lazarus from 
dying?"
38  And again Jesus was deeply troubled. Then they came to the grave. It was a cave 
with a stone rolled across its entrance.
39  "Roll the stone aside," Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead man's sister, said, 
"Lord, by now the smell will be terrible because he has been dead for four days."
40  Jesus responded, "Didn't I tell you that you will see God's glory if you believe?"
41  So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, "Father, 
thank you for hearing me.
42  You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing 
here, so they will believe you sent me."
43  Then Jesus shouted, "Lazarus, come out!"
44  And Lazarus came out, bound in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. 
Jesus told them, "Unwrap him and let him go!"
45  Many of the people who were with Mary believed in Jesus when they saw this 
happen.
46  But some went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

Death Is Something That Is  To All

! Ecclesiastes 7:2  It is better to spend your time at funerals than at festivals. For 
! you are going to die, and you should think about it while there is still time.
! 3  Sorrow is better than laughter, for sadness has a refining influence on us.
! 4  A wise person thinks much about death, while the fool thinks only about having 
! a good time now.



! Isaiah 57:1  The righteous pass away; the godly often die before their time. And 
! no one seems to care or wonder why. No one seems to understand that God is 
! protecting them from the evil to come.
! 2  For the godly who die will rest in peace.

Death Is A Time Of 

Death Is A Time To Receive 

! 2 Corinthians 1:3  All praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is 
! the source of every mercy and the God who comforts us.
! 4  He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When others 
! are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.
! 5  You can be sure that the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower 
! us with his comfort through Christ.
! 6  So when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your benefit and 
! salvation! For when God comforts us, it is so that we, in turn, can be an 
! encouragement to you. Then you can patiently endure the same things we suffer.
! 7  We are confident that as you share in suffering, you will also share God's 
! comfort.

Death Is A Time When We  Our Hope In God

! 1 Corinthians 15:19  And if we have hope in Christ only for this life, we are the 
! most miserable people in the world.

Death Has Been And Will Be 

! 1 Corinthians 15:52  It will happen in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, when 
! the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, the Christians who have 
! died will be raised with transformed bodies. And then we who are living will be 
! transformed so that we will never die.
! 53  For our perishable earthly bodies must be transformed into heavenly bodies 
! that will never die.
! 54  When this happens - when our perishable earthly bodies have been 
! transformed into heavenly bodies that will never die - then at last the Scriptures 
! will come true: "Death is swallowed up in victory.
! 55  O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"
! 56  For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power.
! 57  How we thank God, who gives us victory over sin and death through Jesus 
! Christ our Lord!



! 58  So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and steady, always enthusiastic 
! about the Lord's work, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever 
! useless.

! 1 Thessalonians 4:13  And now, brothers and sisters, I want you to know what 
! will happen to the Christians who have died so you will not be full of sorrow like 
! people who have no hope.
! 14  For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also 
! believe that when Jesus comes, God will bring back with Jesus all the Christians 
! who have died.
! 15  I can tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord 
! returns will not rise to meet him ahead of those who are in their graves.
! 16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, 
! with the call of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, all the 
! Christians who have died will rise from their graves.
! 17  Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will 
! be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and remain with him 
! forever.
! 18  So comfort and encourage each other with these words.


