FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT

2 Timothy 4:7
| have fought a good fight, | have finished the race, and | have remained faithful.

Fighting When You Want To Give Up

Hebrews 11:35 ... But others trusted God and were tortured, preferring to die rather than
turn from God and be free. They placed their hope in the resurrection to a better life.
36 Some were mocked, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were
chained in dungeons.

37 Some died by stoning, and some were sawed in half; others were killed with the
sword. Some went about in skins of sheep and goats, hungry and oppressed and
mistreated.

38 They were too good for this world. They wandered over deserts and mountains,
hiding in caves and holes in the ground.

39 All of these people we have mentioned received God's approval because of their
faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised.

40 For God had far better things in mind for us that would also benefit them, for they
can't receive the prize at the end of the race until we finish the race.

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life
of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily
hinders our progress. And let us run with endurance the race that God has set before
us.

2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to
finish. He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross because of the joy he knew
would be his afterward. Now he is seated in the place of highest honor beside God's
throne in heaven.

3 Think about all he endured when sinful people did such terrible things to him, so that
you don't become weary and give up.

4 After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin.

That Many Others Have Fought This Fight

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to
the life of faith,...

1 Corinthians 10:13 But remember that the temptations that come into your life
are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will keep the
temptation from becoming so strong that you can't stand up against it. When you
are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you will not give in to it.



1 Peter 5:8 Be careful! Watch out for attacks from the Devil, your great enemy.
He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour.

9 Take a firm stand against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that your
Christian brothers and sisters all over the world are going through the same kind
of suffering you are.

What Weighs You Down
12:1 ...let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so
easily hinders our progress...

James 4:17 Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.

God’s Race For Me
12:1 ... And let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us.

Philippians 3:13 No, dear brothers and sisters, | am still not all | should be, but |
am focusing all my energies on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking
forward to what lies ahead,

14 | strain to reach the end of the race and receive the prize for which God,
through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven.

2 Timothy 4:7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished the race, and | have
remained faithful.
Fixed On Jesus And Not My Circumstances

12:2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from
start to finish....

Isaiah 26:3 You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, whose thoughts
are fixed on you!

The Positive
12:2 ...He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross because of the joy he

knew would be his afterward. Now he is seated in the place of highest honor
beside God's throne in heaven.



Galatians 6:8 Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful desires will harvest
the consequences of decay and death. But those who live to please the Spirit will
harvest everlasting life from the Spirit.

9 So don't get tired of doing what is good. Don't get discouraged and give up, for
we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time.

What Jesus Has Done For Me

12:3 Think about all he endured when sinful people did such terrible things to
him, so that you don't become weary and give up.
4 After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin.

Romans 12:1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your
bodies to God. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice - the kind he will accept.
When you think of what he has done for you, is this too much to ask?



