
RELATIONSHIPS: GOD GROWING US

Sin Hinders Growth

Genesis 3:1The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had 
made. One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from 
any of the trees in the garden?” 
2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied.
3 “It’s only  the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to 
eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’ ” 
4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman.
5 “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like 
God, knowing both good and evil.” 
6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked 
delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit 
and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. 
7  At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly  felt shame at their 
nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.
8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the Lord 
God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the Lord God among the trees.
9 Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10 He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was 
naked.” 
11 “Who told you that you were naked?” the Lord God asked. “Have you eaten from the 
tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”

Three Consequences We Still Hinder Us Today

_________________________

" Genesis 2:25 Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame.

" Genesis 3:7 At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt 
" shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover 
" themselves.

" Revelation 3:15 “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I 
" wish that you were one or the other!
" 16 But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out 
" of my mouth!
" 17 You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you 
" don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.



" 18 So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then 
" you will be rich. Also buy white garments from me so you will not be shamed by 
" your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see.
" 19 I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 
" indifference.

" Isaiah 50:7 Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced. 
" Therefore, I have set my face like a stone, determined to do his will. And I know 
" that I will not be put to shame.

" Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of 
" witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, 
" especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the 
" race God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the 
" champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, 
" he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of 
" honor beside God’s throne.

_________________________

" Genesis 3:11 “Who told you that you were naked?” the Lord God asked. “Have 
" you eaten from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?” 
" 12 The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I 
" ate it.” 
" 13 Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?” “The serpent 
" deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.”

" Galatians 6:4 Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the 
" satisfaction of a job well done, and you won’t need to compare yourself to 
" anyone else.
" 5 For we are each responsible for our own conduct.

" Revelation 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has 
" come at last— salvation and power and the Kingdom of our God, and the 
" authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters has been 
" thrown down to earth— the one who accuses them before our God day and 
" night. 
" 11 And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. 
" And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die.

" Romans 8:31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is 
" for us, who can ever be against us?



" 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he 
" also give us everything else?
" 33 Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God 
" himself has given us right standing with himself.
" 34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was 
" raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, 
" pleading for us.

___________________________

" Genesis 3:14 Then the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done 
" this, you are cursed more than all animals, domestic and wild. You will crawl on 
" your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. 
" 15 And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and between your 
" offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
" 16 Then he said to the woman, “I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, and in 
" pain you will give birth. And you will desire to control your husband, but he will 
" rule over you.”
" 17 And to the man he said, “Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree 
" whose fruit I commanded you not to eat, the ground is cursed because of you. All 
" your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it. 
" 18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains. 
" 19 By the sweat of your brow will you have food to eat until you return to the 
" ground from which you were made. For you were made from dust, and to dust 
" you will return.” 
" 20  Then the man—Adam—named his wife Eve, because she would be the 
" mother of all who live.
" 21 And the Lord God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.

" Genesis 5:1 This is the written account of the descendants of Adam. When God 
" created human beings, he made them to be like himself.
" 2 He created them male and female, and he blessed them and called them 
" “human.”

" Philippians 2:3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking 
" of others as better than yourselves.
" 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. 
" 5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 
" 6 Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling 
" to. 
" 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave 
" and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form,
" 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 



" 9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the 
" name above all other names, 
" 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
" under the earth, 
" 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
" Father.


