SUMMER Q & A

Why Do Bad Things Happen?

Romans 8:19 For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will
reveal who his children really are.

20 Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager
hope,

21 the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious
freedom from death and decay.

22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time.

23 And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as
a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and
suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full
rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us.

Psalm 107:17 Some were fools; they rebelled and suffered for their sins.

Proverbs 9:12 If you become wise, you will be the one to benefit. If you scorn
wisdom, you will be the one to suffer.

Job 36:15 But by means of their suffering, he rescues those who suffer. For he
gets their attention through adversity.

Job 36:21 Be on guard! Turn back from evil, for God sent this suffering to keep
you from a life of evil.

What Should We Know About Suffering



Know That Suffering Is To Happen

Mark 8:31 Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer many
terrible things and be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers
of religious law. He would be killed, but three days later he would rise from the
dead.

32 As he talked about this openly with his disciples, Peter took him aside and
began to reprimand him for saying such things.

33 Jesus turned around and looked at his disciples, then reprimanded Peter. “Get
away from me, Satan!” he said. “You are seeing things merely from a human
point of view, not from God’s.”

34 Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be
my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow
me.

Romans 8:17 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact, together
with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must
also share his suffering.

18 Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us
later.

1 Peter 4:1So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves
with the same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have
suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with sin.

2 You won'’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be
anxious to do the will of God.

Know That Is Present In Your Suffering

Exodus 3:7 Then the Lord told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my
people in Egypt. | have heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave
drivers. Yes, | am aware of their suffering.

Hebrews 2:18 Since he himself has gone through suffering and testing, he is able
to help us when we are being tested.

1 Peter 4:12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going
through, as if something strange were happening to you.

13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his
suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is
revealed to all the world.

14 So be happy when you are insulted for being a Christian, for then the glorious
Spirit of God rests upon you.

15 If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or
prying into other people’s affairs.



16 But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege
of being called by his name!

19 So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is
right, and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail you.

Know That God’s Is Available

2 Corinthians 12:6 If | wanted to boast, | would be no fool in doing so, because |
would be telling the truth. But | won’t do it, because | don’t want anyone to give
me credit beyond what they can see in my life or hear in my message,

7 even though | have received such wonderful revelations from God. So to keep
me from becoming proud, | was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from
Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud.

8 Three different times | begged the Lord to take it away.

9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in
weakness.” So now | am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ can work through me.

10 That’s why | take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships,
persecutions, and troubles that | suffer for Christ. For when | am weak, then | am
strong.

Know That Can Come Out Of It

Psalm 71:20 You have allowed me to suffer much hardship, but you will restore
me to life again and lift me up from the depths of the earth.
21 You will restore me to even greater honor and comfort me once again.

Isaiah 48:10 | have refined you, but not as silver is refined. Rather, | have refined
you in the furnace of suffering.

Hebrews 5:8 Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the
things he suffered.

Psalm 119:71 My suffering was good for me, for it taught me to pay attention to
your decrees.

72 Your instructions are more valuable to me than millions in gold and silver.
Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes everything to work together for the
good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.

Know That There Will Be A Reward For Your Suffering




1 Peter 5:9 Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that
your Christian brothers and sisters all over the world are going through the same
kind of suffering you are.

10 In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ
Jesus. So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and
strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation.

11 All power to him forever! Amen.

Hebrews 11:26 He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to
own the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward.

2 Corinthians 4:14-18
14 We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus,
will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you.

15 All of this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and more people,
there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory.
16 That is why we never give up.

Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day.

17 For our present troubles are small and won'’t last very long.

Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!
18 So we don't look at the troubles we can see now;
rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen.

For the things we see now will soon be gone,
but the things we cannot see will last forever.
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