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Luke 2:10....but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news (glad 
tidings) that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been 
born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!

Isaiah 9:6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. 
And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His 
government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his 
ancestor David for all eternity. 

Romans 10:15 "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad 
tidings of good things!" (NKJV)

Luke 1:9 Then the angel said, "I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent 
me to bring you this good news!

Acts 13:32: "And now Barnabas and I are here to bring you this Good News. God’s promise to our 
ancestors has come true in our own time,

Matthew 11:5 (Tell John) the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cured, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised to life, and the Good News is being preached to the poor.

Gladness Comes From The Hope of Eternal Life

1 Peter 1: 3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that 
we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with 
great expectation, 4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven 
for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 5 And through your faith, 
God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be 
revealed on the last day for all to see.

Gladness Comes From Christ’s Lordship 

Hebrews 1:8 But to the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever. You rule 
with a scepter of justice. 9 You love justice and hate evil. Therefore, O God, your God has 
anointed you, pouring out the oil of joy on you more than on anyone else.”

Gladness Comes From Hope 

Romans 15:12 And in another place Isaiah said, “The heir to David’s throne will come,
and he will rule over the Gentiles. They will place their hope on him.” 13 I pray that God, the 
source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you 
will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.



Gladness Comes From Righteousness Restored in the World 

Psalm 64:7 Let the whole world sing for joy, because you govern the nations with justice and 
guide the people of the whole world. 

Gladness Comes From Victory over Death 

Revelation 1:18 Don’t be afraid!  I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and 
ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave.

John 11:25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will 
live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.  

1 John 2:25 And this is what he promised us—eternal life. (NIV)

Romans 8:11 The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit 
living within you.

 
Gladness Comes From Knowing We SHARE victory over the forces of darkness.

 Revelation 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at last 
- salvation and power and the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ.

Ephesians 2:1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You 
used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the 
powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey 
God. 3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our 
sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 But 
God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because 
of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that 
you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with 
him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 13:20 Now may the God of peace—who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep,  and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood—21 may he 
equip you with all you need for doing his will.May he produce in you, through the power of 
Jesus Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to him.  All glory to him forever and ever! Amen.

Gladness Comes In Serving God

Psalm 100:2 Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing.

Psalm 32:10 Many sorrows come to the wicked, but unfailing love surrounds those who trust 
the Lord. 11 So rejoice in the Lord and be glad, all you who obey him! Shout for joy, all you 
whose hearts are pure!



Gladness Comes From: Forgiveness

Psalms 51:8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You have broken rejoice. 
(i.e. by forgiving me, which will change distress to joy.)

Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.....

Titus 2:14 (Christ) gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for 
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

Gladness Comes From: The Blessing of Community/Communion of the Saints

Acts 2:46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house 
to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart....

1 John 1:7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with 
each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.

Gladness Comes From: The Reward That Awaits 

Matthew 5:10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is theirs. 11 “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about 
you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy 
about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient 
prophets were persecuted in the same way. 

1 Peter 1:6 So be truly glad (leap for joy).There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must 
endure many trials for a little while. 7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being 
tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So 
when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and 
honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 8 You love him even 
though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you 
rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.

The Good News that Results in Gladness: Reconciliation

2 Corinthians 5:18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself (reconciled 
us) through Christ. 19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer 
counting people’s sins against them. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so 
that we could be made right with God through Christ.

Romans 5:8  But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we 
were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of 
Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with 
God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be 
saved through the life of his Son.



Colossians 2:13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not 
yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled 
the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, 
he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over 
them on the cross.

John 1: 18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the 
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

Colossians 1:15  Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. (NIV)

John 3:17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through 
him.

1) Prepare for It / Expect It

Mark 1:1 This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. It began 
2 just as the prophet Isaiah had written: “Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, and he will prepare your way. 3 He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare 
the way for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’”

Psalm 69:32 The humble will see their God at work and be glad. Let all who seek God’s 
help be encouraged.

Psalm 10:17  (NKJV) Lord, You have heard the desire of the humble; You will prepare 
their heart;

2) Understand It

Hebrews 10:4 For it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 
5 That is why, when Christ came into the world, he said to God, “You did not want 
animal sacrifices or sin offerings. But you have given me a body to offer. 6 You were not 
pleased with burnt offerings or other offerings for sin. 7 Then I said, ‘Look, I have come 
to do your will, O God—as is written about me in the Scriptures.’” 8 First, Christ said, 
“You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings 
for sin, nor were you pleased with them” (though they are required by the law of Moses). 
9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do your will.” He cancels the first covenant in 
order to put the second into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the 
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time.

3) Accept It 

2 Corinthians 6:2 For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you.  On the day of 
salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation.



Romans 10:9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.


