NAVIGATING GOD’S WILL

Proverbs 3:5-6
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.
6 Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.

Challenges With What God Wants

Matthew 26:36 Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and
he said, “Sit here while | go over there to pray.”

37 He took Peter and Zebedee’s two sons, James and John, and he became anguished
and distressed.

38 He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and keep
watch with me.”

39 He went on a little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, praying, “My
Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet | want your
will to be done, not mine.”

40 Then he returned to the disciples and found them asleep. He said to Peter, “Couldn’t
you watch with me even one hour?

41 Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation. For the spirit is
willing, but the body is weak!”

42 Then Jesus left them a second time and prayed, “My Father! If this cup cannot be
taken away unless | drink it, your will be done.”

43 When he returned to them again, he found them sleeping, for they couldn’t keep their
eyes open.

44 So he went to pray a third time, saying the same things again.

45 Then he came to the disciples and said, “Go ahead and sleep. Have your rest. But
look—the time has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

46 Up, let’s be going. Look, my betrayer is here!”

God’s Will Even When Your Friends Don’t Understand Or Support You

Matthew 26:31 On the way, Jesus told them, “Tonight all of you will desert me.
For the Scriptures say, ‘God will strike* the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered.’

32 But after | have been raised from the dead, | will go ahead of you to Galilee
and meet you there.”

33 Peter declared, “Even if everyone else deserts you, | will never desert you.”
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night, before the rooster
crows, you will deny three times that you even know me.”

35 “No!” Peter insisted. “Even if | have to die with you, | will never deny you!” And
all the other disciples vowed the same.



To Stay On The Right Path

Isaiah 50:4 The Sovereign Lord has given me his words of wisdom, so that |
know how to comfort the weary. Morning by morning he wakens me and opens
my understanding to his will.

5 The Sovereign Lord has spoken to me, and | have listened. | have not rebelled
or turned away.

6 | offered my back to those who beat me and my cheeks to those who pulled out
my beard. | did not hide my face from mockery and spitting.

7 Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, | will not be disgraced. Therefore, |
have set my face like a stone, determined to do his will. And | know that | will not
be put to shame.

God’s Will More Than Our Own

John 5:30 | can do nothing on my own. | judge as God tells me. Therefore, my
judgment is just, because | carry out the will of the one who sent me, not my own
will.

1 Peter 4:1 So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves
with the same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have
suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with sin.

2 You won'’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be
anxious to do the will of God.

To Pay The Price

Luke 9:23 Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you
must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me.

24 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for
my sake, you will save it.

25 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or
destroyed?

Luke 14:25 A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to
them,

26 “If you want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone else by comparison—
your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your
own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.

27 And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my
disciple.

28 “But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of
a building without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to
finish it?



John 14:30 “I don’t have much more time to talk to you, because the ruler of this
world approaches. He has no power over me,

31 but | will do what the Father requires of me, so that the world will know that |
love the Father. Come, let’s be going.

On God To Accomplish His Purpose Through You

Romans 14:7 For we don't live for ourselves or die for ourselves.

8 If we live, it’s to honor the Lord. And if we die, it's to honor the Lord. So whether
we live or die, we belong to the Lord.

9 Christ died and rose again for this very purpose—to be Lord both of the living
and of the dead.

Philippians 1:6 And | am certain that God, who began the good work within you,
will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus
returns.



