
DANIEL: WHEN CULTURES COLLIDE

God Is In Control

Daniel 1:1 During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah, King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.
2 The Lord gave him victory over King Jehoiakim of Judah and permitted him to 
take some of the sacred objects from the Temple of God. So Nebuchadnezzar 
took them back to the land of Babylonia and placed them in the treasure-house 
of his god. 
3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace some 
of the young men of Judah’s royal family and other noble families, who had been 
brought to Babylon as captives.
4 “Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking young men,” he said. “Make sure 
they are well versed in every branch of learning, are gifted with knowledge and 
good judgment, and are suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these young 
men in the language and literature of Babylon.”
5 The king assigned them a daily ration of food and wine from his own kitchens. 
They were to be trained for three years, and then they would enter the royal 
service. 
6 Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all 
from the tribe of Judah.
7 The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names: Daniel was called 
Belteshazzar. Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael was called Meshach. Azariah 
was called Abednego. 

We Have __________________________

Jeremiah 29:1 Jeremiah wrote a letter from Jerusalem to the elders, priests, 
prophets, and all the people who had been exiled to Babylon by King 
Nebuchadnezzar.
2 This was after King Jehoiachin, the queen mother, the court officials, the other 
officials of Judah, and all the craftsmen and artisans had been deported from 
Jerusalem.
3 He sent the letter with Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah 
when they went to Babylon as King Zedekiah’s ambassadors to 
Nebuchadnezzar. This is what Jeremiah’s letter said: 
4 This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says to all the 
captives he has exiled to Babylon from Jerusalem:
5 “Build homes, and plan to stay. Plant gardens, and eat the food they produce.
6 Marry and have children. Then find spouses for them so that you may have 
many grandchildren. Multiply! Do not dwindle away!
7 And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I sent you into exile. 
Pray to the Lord for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare.” 



8 This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let 
your prophets and fortune-tellers who are with you in the land of Babylon trick 
you. Do not listen to their dreams,
9 because they are telling you lies in my name. I have not sent them,” says the 
Lord. 

1 John 5:19 We know that we are children of God and that the world around us is 
under the control of the evil one. 
20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us 
understanding so that we can know the true God. And now we live in fellowship 
with the true God because we live in fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ. He is 
the only true God, and he is eternal life. 
21 Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your 
hearts. 

We Have __________________________

Culture Will _______________________ You

Culture Will Try To ________________________ You

Culture Will Try To ________________________ You

Daniel 1:7 The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names: 
Daniel was called Belteshazzar. Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael 
was called Meshach. Azariah was called Abednego. 

Daniel means “Elohim (God) is my judge” Elohim is one of the Hebrew 
names for God
Belteshazzar means “May Bel protect his life” Bel is one of the gods of the 
Babylonians

Hananiah means Yahweh (God) is gracious
Shadrach means “Aku is exalted” Aku is is a moon god

Mishael means “Who is what Elohim is” or “Who is He that is God”
Meshach means “Who is what Aku is”

Azariah means “Yahweh (God) is my helper”
Abednego means “The servant of Nebo” another Babylonian god



Romans 12:1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your 
bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you 
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know 
God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 

We Have ________________________

Jeremiah 15:19 This is how the Lord responds: “If you return to me, I will restore 
you so you can continue to serve me. If you speak good words rather than 
worthless ones, you will be my spokesman. You must influence them; do not let 
them influence you! 

Jeremiah 29:10 This is what the Lord says: “You will be in Babylon for seventy 
years. But then I will come and do for you all the good things I have promised, 
and I will bring you home again.
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good 
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.
12 In those days when you pray, I will listen.
13 If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.
14 I will be found by you,” says the Lord. “I will end your captivity and restore 
your fortunes. I will gather you out of the nations where I sent you and will bring 
you home again to your own land.” 

John 17:13 “Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with 
them in this world so they would be filled with my joy.
14 I have given them your word. And the world hates them because they do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.
15 I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from 
the evil one.
16 They do not belong to this world any more than I do.
17 Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth.
18 Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world.
19 And I give myself as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by 
your truth. 
20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe 
in me through their message.
21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, 
Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you 
sent me. 

Hebrews 13:14 For this world is not our permanent home; we are looking forward 
to a home yet to come. 


