DANIEL: WHEN CULTURES COLLIDE
No Compromise

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine
given to them by the king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these
unacceptable foods.

9 Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and affection for Daniel.

10 But he responded, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has ordered that you eat this
food and wine. If you become pale and thin compared to the other youths your age, |
am afraid the king will have me beheaded.”

11 Daniel spoke with the attendant who had been appointed by the chief of staff to look
after Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

12 “Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and water,” Daniel said.

13 “At the end of the ten days, see how we look compared to the other young men who
are eating the king’s food. Then make your decision in light of what you see.”

14 The attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better
nourished than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king.

16 So after that, the attendant fed them only vegetables instead of the food and wine
provided for the others.

17 God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for understanding every aspect
of literature and wisdom. And God gave Daniel the special ability to interpret the
meanings of visions and dreams.

18 When the training period ordered by the king was completed, the chief of staff
brought all the young men to King Nebuchadnezzar.

19 The king talked with them, and no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah. So they entered the royal service.

20 Whenever the king consulted them in any matter requiring wisdom and balanced
judgment, he found them ten times more capable than any of the magicians and
enchanters in his entire kingdom.

21 Daniel remained in the royal service until the first year of the reign of King Cyrus.

Establish

1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, | warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to
keep away from worldly desires that wage war against your very souls.

12 Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if
they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they
will give honor to God when he judges the world.



Always Be

2 Timothy 2:23 Again | say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that
only start fights.

24 A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able
to teach, and be patient with difficult people.

25 Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those
people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth.

26 Then they will come to their senses and escape from the devil’s trap. For they
have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants.

1 Peter 3:14 But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for
it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats.

15 Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks
about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it.

16 But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if
people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life
you live because you belong to Christ.

Know When Not To

Compromise - A middle between two extremes - an accommodation in which
both sides make concessions

Don’t Compromise

When It Goes Against God’s

Deuteronomy 29:29 “The Lord our God has secrets known to no
one. We are not accountable for them, but we and our children are
accountable forever for all that he has revealed to us, so that we
may obey all the terms of these instructions.

When It Goes Against Personal

Romans 14:23 But if you have doubts about whether or not you
should eat something, you are sinning if you go ahead and do it.
For you are not following your convictions. If you do anything you
believe is not right, you are sinning.



When We Need To Others

Romans 14:12 Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God.
13 So let’s stop condemning each other. Decide instead to live in
such a way that you will not cause another believer to stumble and
fall.

2 Timothy 3:1 You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be
very difficult times.

2 For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and
proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will
consider nothing sacred.

3 They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-
control. They will be cruel and hate what is good.

4 They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love
pleasure rather than God.

5 They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them
godly. Stay away from people like that!

Live With

Luke 6:22 What blessings await you when people hate you and exclude you and
mock you and curse you as evil because you follow the Son of Man.

23 When that happens, be happy! Yes, leap for joy! For a great reward awaits
you in heaven. And remember, their ancestors treated the ancient prophets that
same way.



