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DANIEL: WHEN CULTURES COLLIDE
People Of Conviction
Daniel 3:1-30

To Worship The Statue (1-7)

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet tall and nine feet wide
and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.

2 Then he sent messages to the high officers, officials, governors, advisers,
treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the provincial officials to come to the
dedication of the statue he had set up.

7 So at the sound of the musical instruments, all the people, whatever their race
or nation or language, bowed to the ground and worshiped the gold statue that
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

Three Men Who To Bow Down (8-12)

8 But some of the astrologers went to the king and informed on the Jews.

12 But there are some Jews—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—whom you
have put in charge of the province of Babylon. They pay no attention to you, Your
Majesty. They refuse to serve your gods and do not worship the gold statue you
have set up.”

The King’s (13-18)

The

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and ordered that Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego be brought before him. When they were brought in,

14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
that you refuse to serve my gods or to worship the gold statue | have set up?

15 | will give you one more chance to bow down and worship the statue | have
made when you hear the sound of the musical instruments. But if you refuse, you
will be thrown immediately into the blazing furnace. And then what god will be
able to rescue you from my power?”

Of A Fourth Man (19-27)

19 Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that
his face became distorted with rage. He commanded that the furnace be heated
seven times hotter than usual.

20 Then he ordered some of the strongest men of his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace



22 And because the king, in his anger, had demanded such a hot fire in the
furnace, the flames killed the soldiers as they threw the three men in.

23 So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, securely tied, fell into the roaring
flames.

24 But suddenly, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and exclaimed to
his advisers, “Didn’t we tie up three men and throw them into the furnace?” “Yes,
Your Majesty, we certainly did,” they replied.

25 “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “l see four men, unbound, walking around
in the fire unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!”

No Other God Who Can Like This (28-30)

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego! He sent his angel to rescue his servants who trusted in him. They
defied the king’s command and were willing to die rather than serve or worship
any god except their own God.

29 Therefore, | make this decree: If any people, whatever their race or nation or
language, speak a word against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
they will be torn limb from limb, and their houses will be turned into heaps of
rubble. There is no other god who can rescue like this!”

We Must Determine Who We Will

Worship - Living my life in a way that honors God

Romans 12:1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your
bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know
God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.

We Must Not In This Conviction

Exodus 20:4 “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of
anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea.

5 You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am
a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods....

Daniel 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we
do not need to defend ourselves before you.

17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to
save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty.



18 But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we
will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.”

Faith Is
Obedience To God’s Commands
In God’s Sovereign Will
We Must Not When We Are Thrown In The Fire

In The Bible Fire Usually Represents One Of Two Things

1 Peter 4:12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going
through, as if something strange were happening to you.

13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his
suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is
revealed to all the world.

14 If you are insulted because you bear the name of Christ, you will be blessed,
for the glorious Spirit of God rests upon you.

15 If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or
prying into other people’s affairs.

16 But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege
of being called by his name!

19 So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is
right, and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail you.

We Must For God To Work As He Chooses

Hebrews 11:32 How much more do | need to say? It would take too long to
recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David,
Samuel, and all the prophets.

33 By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received
what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions,

34 quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword.
Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put
whole armies to flight.



35 Women received their loved ones back again from death. But others were
tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their hope
in a better life after the resurrection.

36 Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were
chained in prisons.

37 Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and others were killed with
the sword. Some went about wearing skins of sheep and goats, destitute and
oppressed and mistreated.

38 They were too good for this world, wandering over deserts and mountains,
hiding in caves and holes in the ground.

39 All these people earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet none of
them received all that God had promised.

40 For God had something better in mind for us, so that they would not reach
perfection without us.



