
GOD’S WORD SPEAKS

Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands 
forever.” 

The Consequences Of God’s Word

Mark 4:1 Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon 
gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the people 
remained on the shore. 
2 He taught them by telling many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 
4 As he scattered it across his field, some of the seed fell on a footpath, and the birds 
came and ate it. 
5 Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly 
because the soil was shallow. 
6 But the plant soon wilted under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it 
died. 
7 Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants so they 
produced no grain. 
8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that 
was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 
9 Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
10 Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were 
gathered around, they asked him what the parables meant. 

13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how 
will you understand all the other parables? 
14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 
15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to 
have Satan come at once and take it away. 
16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately 
receive it with joy. 
17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as 
they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 
18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 
19 but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of 
wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced. 
20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s 
word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had 
been planted!” 



The ________________________ Power Of God’s Word

11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of 
God. But I use parables for everything I say to outsiders,

13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, 
how will you understand all the other parables?
14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others

1Corinthians 1:18 The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed 
for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God 

The ________________________ To The Power Of God’s Word

___________________________

15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the 
message, only to have Satan come at once and take it away.

2 Corinthians 4:1 Therefore, since God in his mercy has given us this new 
way, we never give up. 
2 We reject all shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We don’t try to 
trick anyone or distort the word of God. We tell the truth before God, and 
all who are honest know this. 
3 If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only 
from people who are perishing. 
4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who 
don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. 
They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the 
exact likeness of God. 

__________________________

16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message 
and immediately receive it with joy. 
17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall 
away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing 
God’s word.

2 Corinthians 12:9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power 
works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 



10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong. 

___________________________

18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s 
word, 
19 but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this 
life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is 
produced.

Psalm 81:11 “But no, my people wouldn’t listen. Israel did not want me 
around. 
12 So I let them follow their own stubborn desires, living according to their 
own ideas. 

Matthew 6:21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart 
will also be. 

The __________________________ Power Of God’s Word

20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept 
God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as 
much as had been planted!”

Two Critical Elements For A Harvest

______________________

Luke 8:15 And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, good-
hearted people who hear God’s word, cling to it, and patiently produce a 
huge harvest. 

Psalm 119:11 I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin 
against you. 

111 Your laws are my treasure; they are my heart’s delight. 
112 I am determined to keep your decrees to the very end. 

Proverbs 4:23 Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the 
course of your life. 



Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than 
the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between 
joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 
13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and 
exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable. 

James 1:21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly 
accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to 
save your souls. 
22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. 
Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 

1 John 5:21 Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s 
place in your hearts. 

_________________________

2 Corinthians 9:6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds 
will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a 
generous crop. 

Galatians 6:7 Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You 
will always harvest what you plant. 
8 Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay 
and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit 
will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit. 
9 So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will 
reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. 
10 Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to 
everyone—especially to those in the family of faith. 


