
LIVING BY FAITH

Hebrews 11:1 Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us
assurance about things we cannot see.
2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation.
3 By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we
now see did not come from anything that can be seen.

Satisfactory Giving
Abel

Hebrews 11:4 It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain did.
Abel’s offering gave evidence that he was a righteous man, and God showed his approval of his
gifts. Although Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us by his example of faith.

Genesis 4:2 …When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain cultivated the ground.
3 When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a gift to the Lord.
4 Abel also brought a gift—the best portions of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The Lord
accepted Abel and his gift,
5 but he did not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he looked dejected.
6 “Why are you so angry?” the Lord asked Cain. “Why do you look so dejected?
7 You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch
out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its
master.”
8 One day Cain suggested to his brother, “Let’s go out into the fields.” And while they were in
the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him.
9 Afterward the Lord asked Cain, “Where is your brother? Where is Abel?” “I don’t know,” Cain
responded. “Am I my brother’s guardian?”
10 But the Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from
the ground!
11 Now you are cursed and banished from the ground, which has swallowed your brother’s
blood.
12 No longer will the ground yield good crops for you, no matter how hard you work! From now
on you will be a homeless wanderer on the earth.”
13 Cain replied to the Lord, “My punishment is too great for me to bear!
14 You have banished me from the land and from your presence; you have made me a
homeless wanderer. Anyone who finds me will kill me!”
15 The Lord replied, “No, for I will give a sevenfold punishment to anyone who kills you.” Then
the Lord put a mark on Cain to warn anyone who might try to kill him.
16 So Cain left the Lord’s presence and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

Giving Is An __________________________ Of Faith

Psalm 71:7 My life is an example to many, because you have been my strength and
protection.

1 Timothy 4:12 Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an
example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and
your purity.



Giving Is _________________________ Of Righteousness

Psalm 112:4 Light shines in the darkness for the godly. They are generous,
compassionate, and righteous.

Ephesians 4:24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and
holy.
25 So stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the truth, for we are all parts of the same
body.
26 And “don’t sin by letting anger control you.” Don’t let the sun go down while you are
still angry,
27 for anger gives a foothold to the devil.
28 If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands for good hard work, and then
give generously to others in need.

1 John 3:7 Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When people do what
is right, it shows that they are righteous, even as Christ is righteous.

God ________________________ An Offering

Malachi 3:7 Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and
failed to obey them. Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies. “But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have never gone away?’
8 “Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me! “But you ask, ‘What do you
mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings
due to me.
9 You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me.
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If
you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I
will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me
to the test!

Matthew 23:23 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.
Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens,
but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You
should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.

Sin Is _________________________ To Control You

Romans 6:12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 
13 Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead,
give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So
use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God.
14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law.
Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace.
15 Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go
on sinning? Of course not!
16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You
can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, which leads
to righteous living.



Romans 8:6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the
Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.
7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it
never will.
8 That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please
God.

Sin Will _________________________ A Big Price

Romans 6:20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right.
21 And what was the result? You are now ashamed of the things you used to do, things
that end in eternal doom.
22 But now you are free from the power of sin and have become slaves of God. Now
you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life.
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Romans 2:5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are
storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s
righteous judgment will be revealed.
6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done.

Galatians 5:19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very
clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures,
20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition,
dissension, division,
21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I
have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.

God ________________________ His Grace and Mercy To You

Psalm 84:11 For the Lord God is our sun and our shield. He gives us grace and glory.
The Lord will withhold no good thing from those who do what is right.

Hebrews 4:16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will
receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most. 

James 4:5 Do you think the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is
passionate that the spirit he has placed within us should be faithful to him.
6 And he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but
gives grace to the humble.” 


