LIVING BY FAITH

Hebrews 11:1 Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives
us assurance about things we cannot see.

2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation.

3 By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that
what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen.

Noah
Standing Strong

7 It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save his family from the flood. He obeyed
God, who warned him about things that had never happened before. By his faith Noah
condemned the rest of the world, and he received the righteousness that comes by
faith.

Genesis 6:5 The Lord observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he
saw that everything they thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil.

6 So the Lord was sorry he had ever made them and put them on the earth. It broke his
heart.

7 And the Lord said, “I will wipe this human race | have created from the face of the
earth. Yes, and | will destroy every living thing—all the people, the large animals, the
small animals that scurry along the ground, and even the birds of the sky. | am sorry |
ever made them.”

8 But Noah found favor with the Lord.

9 This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, the only
blameless person living on earth at the time, and he walked in close fellowship with
God.

Be Of The Truth

1 Corinthians 2:12 And we have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), so
we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us.

13 When we tell you these things, we do not use words that come from human
wisdom. Instead, we speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s
words to explain spiritual truths.

14 But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s Spirit. It
all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are
spiritual can understand what the Spirit means.

Colossians 2:6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you
must continue to follow him.

7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your
faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with
thankfulness.
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8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding
nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this
world, rather than from Christ.

Of God’s Love

John 3:16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world
through him.

18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who
does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one
and only Son.

19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but
people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil.

20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be
exposed.

21 But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they
are doing what God wants.”

Romans 2:4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with
you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended
to turn you from your sin?

5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing
up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s
righteous judgment will be revealed.

6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done.

7 He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the
glory and honor and immortality that God offers.

8 But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who
refuse to obey the truth and instead live lives of wickedness.

To Obedience

Matthew 5:10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

11 “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about
you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers.

12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And
remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.

1 John 2:2 He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our
sins but the sins of all the world.
3 And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments.
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4 If someone claims, “| know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that
person is a liar and is not living in the truth.

5 But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him. That
is how we know we are living in him.

6 Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.

Of Coming Judgment

Matthew 24:36 “However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will
happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father
knows.

37 “When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day.

38 In those days before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties
and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat.

39 People didn’t realize what was going to happen until the flood came and
swept them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man comes.

2 Peter 2:1 But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false
teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destructive heresies and even deny
the Master who bought them. In this way, they will bring sudden destruction on
themselves.

2 Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality. And because of
these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered.

3 In their greed they will make up clever lies to get hold of your money. But God
condemned them long ago, and their destruction will not be delayed.

4 For God did not spare even the angels who sinned. He threw them into hell, in
gloomy pits of darkness, where they are being held until the day of judgment.

5 And God did not spare the ancient world—except for Noah and the seven
others in his family. Noah warned the world of God’s righteous judgment. So God
protected Noah when he destroyed the world of ungodly people with a vast flood.

For Others

2 Peter 3:3 Most importantly, | want to remind you that in the last days scoffers
will come, mocking the truth and following their own desires.

4 They will say, “What happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again?
From before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained the same since
the world was first created.”

5 They deliberately forget that God made the heavens long ago by the word of
his command, and he brought the earth out from the water and surrounded it with
water.

6 Then he used the water to destroy the ancient world with a mighty flood.



7 And by the same word, the present heavens and earth have been stored up for
fire. They are being kept for the day of judgment, when ungodly people will be
destroyed.

8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand
years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day.

9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No,
he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but
wants everyone to repent.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the
heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves
will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve
judgment.

11 Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and
godly lives you should live,

12 looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will
set the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames.

13 But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has
promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness.

14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make
every effort to be found living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his
sight.

1 Peter 3:20 ...God waited patiently while Noah was building his boat. Only eight
people were saved from drowning in that terrible flood.

21 And that water is a picture of baptism, which now saves you, not by removing
dirt from your body, but as a response to God from a clean conscience. It is
effective because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

22 Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to
God, and all the angels and authorities and powers accept his authority.



