
GOD’S PURPOSE IN PROBLEMS
Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God
and are called according to his purpose for them.

Last Week - Correct & Inspect

God Uses Problems To ________________________ Us

Paul’s Thorn

2 Corinthians 12:6 If I wanted to boast, I would be no fool in doing so, because I would be telling the
truth. But I won’t do it, because I don’t want anyone to give me credit beyond what they can see in my
life or hear in my message,
7 even though I have received such wonderful revelations from God. So to keep me from becoming
proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from
becoming proud.
8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away.
9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad
to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me.
10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and
troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Psalm 91:11 For he will order his angels to protect you wherever you go.
12 They will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.
13 You will trample upon lions and cobras; you will crush fierce lions and serpents under your feet!
14 The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me. I will protect those who trust in my name.
15 When they call on me, I will answer; I will be with them in trouble. I will rescue and honor them.

Psalm 138:7 Though I am surrounded by troubles, you will protect me from the anger of my enemies.
You reach out your hand, and the power of your right hand saves me.
8 The Lord will work out his plans for my life— for your faithful love, O Lord, endures forever. Don’t
abandon me, for you made me.

Matthew 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers!
How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her
wings, but you wouldn’t let me.

Will I ______________________ On God’s Grace

Will I ______________________ To God For Protection

God Uses Problems To _______________________ Us

David & Jonathan

1 Samuel 23:15 One day near Horesh, David received the news that Saul was on the way to Ziph to
search for him and kill him. 
16 Jonathan went to find David and encouraged him to stay strong in his faith in God.



17 “Don’t be afraid,” Jonathan reassured him. “My father will never find you! You are going to be the
king of Israel, and I will be next to you, as my father, Saul, is well aware.”
18 So the two of them renewed their solemn pact before the Lord. Then Jonathan returned home, while
David stayed at Horesh.

The Early Church

Acts 8:1 Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed completely with the killing of Stephen. A great
wave of persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in Jerusalem; and all the believers
except the apostles were scattered through the regions of Judea and Samaria.
2 (Some devout men came and buried Stephen with great mourning.)
3 But Saul was going everywhere to destroy the church. He went from house to house, dragging out
both men and women to throw them into prison.
4 But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they went.

James 1:1 This letter is from James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.
I am writing to the “twelve tribes”—Jewish believers scattered abroad. Greetings!
2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for
great joy.

1 Corinthians 12:22 In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are actually
the most necessary.
23 And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So we
carefully protect those parts that should not be seen,
24 while the more honorable parts do not require this special care. So God has put the body together
such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less dignity.
25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other.
26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad.
27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.

John 13:34 So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you,
you should love each other.
35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”

2 Corinthians 1:3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and
the source of all comfort.
4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be
able to give them the same comfort God has given us.
5 For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort through Christ.
6 Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and salvation! For when we
ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same things
we suffer.
7 We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the comfort God gives us.

Will I __________________________ Others As God Commanded

Will I __________________________ Others Help Me

Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed.
10 If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble. 


