THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS

1 Corinthians 1:18 The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for
destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God.

19 As the Scriptures say, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard the
intelligence of the intelligent.”

20 So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world’s brilliant
debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look foolish.

21 Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know him through
human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who believe.

22 |t is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is foolish to the
Greeks, who seek human wisdom.

23 So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are offended and the
Gentiles say it’s all nonsense.

24 But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power
of God and the wisdom of God.

25 This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God’s
weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength.

Because It Is Foolish

Some Want A From Heaven

Some Human Wisdom

By Preaching

Matthew 24:14 And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world, so that all nations will hear it; and then the end will
come.

Galatians 5:10 | am trusting the Lord to keep you from believing false teachings.
God will judge that person, whoever he is, who has been confusing you.

11 Dear brothers and sisters, if | were still preaching that you must be
circumcised—as some say | do—why am | still being persecuted? If | were no
longer preaching salvation through the cross of Christ, no one would be
offended.

God’s Wisdom And Power




Romans 11:33 Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How
impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways!

34 For who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to give him
advice?

35 And who has given him so much that he needs to pay it back?

36 For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his
glory. All glory to him forever! Amen.

1 Corinthians 2:2 For | decided that while | was with you | would forget everything
except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified.

3 | came to you in weakness—timid and trembling.

4 And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever
and persuasive speeches, | relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit.

5 1 did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God.

Faith

Galatians 3:9 So all who put their faith in Christ share the same blessing
Abraham received because of his faith.

10 But those who depend on the law to make them right with God are under his
curse, for the Scriptures say, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe and
obey all the commands that are written in God’s Book of the Law.”

11 So it is clear that no one can be made right with God by trying to keep the law.
For the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.”

12 This way of faith is very different from the way of law, which says, “It is
through obeying the law that a person has life.”

13 But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he
was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it
is written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”

14 Through Christ Jesus, God has blessed the Gentiles with the same blessing
he promised to Abraham, so that we who are believers might receive the
promised Holy Spirit through faith.

God’s Plan

- The Price Has Been Paid

Hebrews 9:27 And just as each person is destined to die once and after
that comes judgment,

28 so also Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away
the sins of many people. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but
to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for him.



1 John 4:9 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and
only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him.

10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent
his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

- The Provision Is Offered

Acts 2:22 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the
Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as
you well know.

23 But God knew what would happen, and his prearranged plan was
carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles,
you nailed him to a cross and killed him.

24 But God released him from the horrors of death and raised him back to
life, for death could not keep him in its grip.

2 Timothy 1:9 For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did
this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from
before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus.
10 And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of Christ
Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the way to
life and immortality through the Good News.

John 3:16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal
life.

17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the
world through him.

18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone
who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in
God’s one and only Son.



