
THE PUZZLE OF RELATIONSHIPS

Piece #2 Removing The Log

Matthew 7:3 “And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in 
your own? 
4 How can you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck in 
your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own eye? 
5 Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to 
deal with the speck in your friend’s eye. 

How To Recognize That You Have A Log

You ________________________ Whenever You Can

You ________________________ Yourself Better Than Others

You ________________________ Your Way Over Others

You ________________________ Make Excuses For Yourself

You ________________________ Deflect Your Issues

You ________________________ Yourself That Your Way Is Right

You ________________________ Others

How To Remove Your Log

Admit That You Do Not See Things ______________________

Psalm 36:1 Sin whispers to the wicked, deep within their hearts. They 
have no fear of God at all. 
2 In their blind conceit, they cannot see how wicked they really are. 

Matthew 16:22 But Peter took him aside and began to reprimand him for 
saying such things. “Heaven forbid, Lord,” he said. “This will never happen 
to you!” 
23 Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a 
dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things merely from a human point of 
view, not from God’s.” 

Romans 12:3 Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I 
give each of you this warning: Don’t think you are better than you really 



are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by 
the faith God has given us. 

1 John 2:10 Anyone who loves a fellow believer is living in the light and 
does not cause others to stumble. 
11 But anyone who hates a fellow believer is still living and walking in 
darkness. Such a person does not know the way to go, having been 
blinded by the darkness. 

_________________________ Your Need To Change

Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know 
my anxious thoughts. 
24 Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path 
of everlasting life. 

Proverbs 28:13 People who conceal their sins will not prosper, but if they 
confess and turn from them, they will receive mercy. 

1 John 1:8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and 
not living in the truth. 
9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 

_________________________ Your Issues

Proverbs 9:9 Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser. Teach the 
righteous, and they will learn even more. 
10 Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy 
One results in good judgment. 
11 Wisdom will multiply your days and add years to your life. 
12 If you become wise, you will be the one to benefit. If you scorn wisdom, 
you will be the one to suffer. 

Proverbs 15:31 If you listen to constructive criticism, you will be at home 
among the wise. 
32 If you reject discipline, you only harm yourself; but if you listen to 
correction, you grow in understanding. 
33 Fear of the Lord teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor. 

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects 
us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 
17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 



__________________________ Humility

Luke 18:9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in 
their own righteousness and scorned everyone else: 
10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the 
other was a despised tax collector. 
11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, 
God, that I am not a sinner like everyone else. For I don’t cheat, I don’t 
sin, and I don’t commit adultery. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! 
12 I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his 
eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, 
‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ 
14 I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before 
God. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” 

See Others With __________________________

Luke 6:31 Do to others as you would like them to do to you. 
32 “If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for 
that? Even sinners love those who love them! 
33 And if you do good only to those who do good to you, why should you 
get credit? Even sinners do that much! 

36 You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate. 

Luke 10:33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw 
the man, he felt compassion for him. 

Luke 15:20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, 
he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 

Philippians 2:1 Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any 
comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your 
hearts tender and compassionate? 
2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, 
loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. 
3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of 
others as better than yourselves. 
4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, 
too. 


