
THE PUZZLE OF RELATIONSHIPS

Piece # 7 - Rising Above Selfishness

Philippians 2:3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of 
others as better than yourselves. 
4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. 

James 3:14 But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, 
don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying. 
15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, 
unspiritual, and demonic. 
16 For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and 
evil of every kind. 

_____________________ That Nothing Is More Important Than Relationships

Galatians 5:13 For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and 
sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your 
freedom to serve one another in love. 
14 For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

1 Corinthians 13:1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but 
didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but 
didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 
3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could 
boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 

_____________________________ Are Never Easy Because We’re All Sinners

Ecclesiastes 7:20 Not a single person on earth is always good and never sins. 

Galatians 5:17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of 
what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of 
what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each 
other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions. 

The _____________________ Of Our Problem Is Selfishness



Luke 9:23 Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you 
must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me.

James 4:1 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come 
from the evil desires at war within you? 

Galatians 5:19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are 
very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambition, dissension, division, 
21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you 
again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the 
Kingdom of God. 

Take ___________________________ For My Sinful Nature

1 John 1:8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not 
living in the truth. 

Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts. 
24 Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of 
everlasting life. 

_________________________ Correctly To The Disappointments In Life

John 16:33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on 
earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have 
overcome the world.” 

Romans 12:21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. 

_________________________ God’s Mercy And Forgiveness

Colossians 3:12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must 
clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. 
13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 

James 2:13 There will be no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to 
others. But if you have been merciful, God will be merciful when he judges you. 



__________________________ In Submission To The Spirit’s Leading

Galatians 5:15 But if you are always biting and devouring one another, watch out! 
Beware of destroying one another. 
16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what 
your sinful nature craves. 

22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! 
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of 
their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. 
25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part 
of our lives. 
26 Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or be jealous of one 
another. 

___________________________ Yourself Of The Hope You Have

2 Corinthians 4:18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we 
fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon 
be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever. 
5:1 For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, 
when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an 
eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands. 

Romans 15:4 Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. 
And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for 
God’s promises to be fulfilled. 
5 May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in 
complete harmony with each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. 
6 Then all of you can join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will 
be given glory. 

Ephesians 4:2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making 
allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 
3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 
together with peace. 
4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one 
glorious hope for the future. 


