
WHAT GOD IS LOOKING FOR

John 4:23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship 
him that way. 
24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”

Wrong Worship

Romans 1:21-25

_______________________ Ideas

Romans 1:21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God 
or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what 
God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. 

Isaiah 29:16 How foolish can you be? He is the Potter, and he is certainly 
greater than you, the clay! Should the created thing say of the one who 
made it, “He didn’t make me”? Does a jar ever say, “The potter who made 
me is stupid”? 

_______________________ Reasoning

Romans 1:22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 

Psalm 14:1 Only fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” They are 
corrupt, and their actions are evil; not one of them does good! 
2 The Lord looks down from heaven on the entire human race; he looks to 
see if anyone is truly wise, if anyone seeks God. 

Isaiah 44:16 He burns part of the tree to roast his meat and to keep 
himself warm. He says, “Ah, that fire feels good.” 
17 Then he takes what’s left and makes his god: a carved idol! He falls 
down in front of it, worshiping and praying to it. “Rescue me!” he says. 
“You are my god!” 
18 Such stupidity and ignorance! Their eyes are closed, and they cannot 
see. Their minds are shut, and they cannot think. 
19 The person who made the idol never stops to reflect, “Why, it’s just a 
block of wood! I burned half of it for heat and used it to bake my bread and 
roast my meat. How can the rest of it be a god? Should I bow down to 
worship a piece of wood?” 

__________________________ Gods



Romans 1:23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they 
worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and 
reptiles. 

Deuteronomy 6:14 “You must not worship any of the gods of neighboring 
nations, 
15 for the Lord your God, who lives among you, is a jealous God. His 
anger will flare up against you, and he will wipe you from the face of the 
earth. 

Ezekiel 14:1 Then some of the leaders of Israel visited me, and while they 
were sitting with me, 
2 this message came to me from the Lord: 
3 “Son of man, these leaders have set up idols in their hearts. They have 
embraced things that will make them fall into sin. Why should I listen to 
their requests? 

Colossians 3:5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. 
Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. 
Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things 
of this world. 

________________________ Actions

Romans 1:24 So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things 
their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with 
each other’s bodies. 

Galatians 5:19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the 
results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
selfish ambition, dissension, division, 
21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell 
you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not 
inherit the Kingdom of God. 

________________________ Things

Romans 1:25 They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped 
and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is 
worthy of eternal praise! Amen.



Isaiah 29:13 And so the Lord says, “These people say they are mine. They 
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. And their worship 
of me is nothing but man-made rules learned by rote. 

Matthew 15:3 Jesus replied, “And why do you, by your traditions, violate 
the direct commandments of God? 

7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he 
wrote, 
8 ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
9 Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands 
from God.’” 

What God Wants

Psalm 50:8 I have no complaint about your sacrifices or the burnt offerings you 
constantly offer. 
9 But I do not need the bulls from your barns or the goats from your pens. 
10 For all the animals of the forest are mine, and I own the cattle on a thousand 
hills. 
11 I know every bird on the mountains, and all the animals of the field are mine. 
12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for all the world is mine and everything in 
it. 
13 Do I eat the meat of bulls? Do I drink the blood of goats? 
14 Make thankfulness your sacrifice to God, and keep the vows you made to the 
Most High. 
15 Then call on me when you are in trouble, and I will rescue you, and you will 
give me glory.” 

Be _______________________ 

“Make thankfulness your sacrifice to God…”

Philippians 4:6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. 
Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in 
Christ Jesus. 

Colossians 3:15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your 
hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And 
always be thankful. 



16 Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach 
and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 
17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father. 

_________________________ Your Relationship

“…keep the vows you made to the Most High.

Romans 12:1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give 
your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a 
living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the 
way to worship him. 

Hebrews 13:15 Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice 
of praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name. 

____________________ To God When In Trouble

“…call on me when you are in trouble…”

Psalm 91:14 The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me. I will protect 
those who trust in my name. 
15 When they call on me, I will answer; I will be with them in trouble. I will 
rescue and honor them. 

Psalm 86:6 Listen closely to my prayer, O Lord; hear my urgent cry. 
7 I will call to you whenever I’m in trouble, and you will answer me. 
8 No pagan god is like you, O Lord. None can do what you do! 

1 Peter 5:7 Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you. 

_________________________ God Glory

“…I will rescue you, and you will give me glory.” 

Psalm 44:8 O God, we give glory to you all day long and constantly praise 
your name. 

Psalm 86:11 Teach me your ways, O Lord, that I may live according to 
your truth! Grant me purity of heart, so that I may honor you. 



12 With all my heart I will praise you, O Lord my God. I will give glory to 
your name forever, 
13 for your love for me is very great. You have rescued me from the 
depths of death. 

Jude 1:24 Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away 
and will bring you with great joy into his glorious presence without a single 
fault. 
25 All glory to him who alone is God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and authority are his before all time, and in 
the present, and beyond all time! Amen. 


