THE TESTS OF FAITH

James 1:2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way,
consider it an opportunity for great joy.

3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow.
4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and
complete, needing nothing.

The Test Of Demands

Genesis 22:1 Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called.
“Yes,” he replied. “Here | am.”

2 “Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the
land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which

| will show you.”

3 The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his donkey and took two of his
servants with him, along with his son, Isaac. Then he chopped wood for a fire for a burnt
offering and set out for the place God had told him about.

15 Then the angel of the Lord called again to Abraham from heaven.

16 “This is what the Lord says: Because you have obeyed me and have not withheld
even your son, your only son, | swear by my own name that

17 | will certainly bless you. | will multiply your descendants beyond number, like the
stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will conquer the cities
of their enemies.

18 And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed—all
because you have obeyed me.”
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Hebrews 11:17 It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when
God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to
sacrifice his only son, Isaac,

18 even though God had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom your
descendants will be counted.”

19 Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life
again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.

Itself In Obedience

Psalm 111:7 All he does is just and good, and all his commandments are
trustworthy.
8 They are forever true, to be obeyed faithfully and with integrity.

James 2:17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good
deeds, it is dead and useless.

18 Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good
deeds.” But | say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good
deeds? | will show you my faith by my good deeds.”

19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you!
Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror.

20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless?

21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with
God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?

22 You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith
complete.

23 And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and
God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the
friend of God.

24 So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith
alone.
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Ezekiel 20:13 “But the people of Israel rebelled against me, and they refused to
obey my decrees there in the wilderness. They wouldn’t obey my regulations
even though obedience would have given them life.

John 15:9 “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my
love.

10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as | obey my
Father’s commandments and remain in his love.

11 | have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy
will overflow!

1 John 2:3 And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments.
4 If someone claims, “| know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that
person is a liar and is not living in the truth.

5 But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him. That
is how we know we are living in him.

6 Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.



