
THE ANSWER TO TROUBLE

2 Corinthians 4:8-9

Reasons For Trouble

_________________________ Battle

_________________________

_________________________

Reactions To Trouble

________________________ Our Eyes To It

________________________ It

________________________ About It

________________________ It

________________________ It

Rising Above Trouble

Don’t Allow The Trouble To Crush You ________________________

We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed

Psalm 34:17 The Lord hears his people when they call to him for help. He 
rescues them from all their troubles. 
18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are 
crushed. 
19 The righteous person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue 
each time. 

2 Corinthians 1:8 We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about 
the trouble we went through in the province of Asia. We were crushed and 
overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and we thought we would never live 
through it. 
9 In fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves 
and learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead. 
10 And he did rescue us from mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We 
have placed our confidence in him, and he will continue to rescue us. 

Keep A Right _________________________

We are perplexed, but not driven to despair



James 1:2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. 
3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to 
grow. 
4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect 
and complete, needing nothing. 

Find Strength In God’s _____________________

We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God

Romans 8:35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he 
no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or 
destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 
36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being 
slaughtered like sheep.”) 
37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who 
loved us. 
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor 
our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from 
God’s love. 
39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all 
creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

_________________________ Through It All

We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed

Romans 12:12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on 
praying. 

2 Corinthians 4:16 That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, 
our spirits are being renewed every day. 
17 For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce 
for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 
18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on 
things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the 
things we cannot see will last forever. 

Not External Motivation

Not Internal Motivation

It Is Eternal Motivation

The Message
We’ve been surrounded and battered by troubles, but we’re not demoralized; we’re not sure 
what to do, but we know that God knows what to do; we’ve been spiritually terrorized, but God 
hasn’t left our side; we’ve been thrown down, but we haven’t broken. 


