
THE NECESSITY OF CONNECTION

Ephesians 2:19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are 
citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. 
20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. 
And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 
21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 
22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives 
by his Spirit. 

Connected To Christ

John 15:1-11

We Must _____________________ Our Position

John 15:1 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 
2 He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 

Acts 4:11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The 
stone that you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.’ 
12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven 
by which we must be saved.” 

Colossians 1:9 So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard 
about you. We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give 
you spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
10 Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives 
will produce every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn to 
know God better and better. 

We Must _______________________ The Pruning Of The Word

John 15:3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have 
given you. 

Prune - weed out unwanted or unnecessary things - cut back the growth so more 
growth can take place

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the 
sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and 
marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 



13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed 
before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable. 

We Are _________________________ To Produce Much Fruit

John 15:4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce 
fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in 
me. 
5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in 
them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 
6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and 
withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 

The ________________________ For Fruitfulness

Apart from me you can do nothing

The Characteristics Of Fruitfulness

Galatians 5:22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! 
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and 
desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. 
25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in 
every part of our lives. 

Philippians 1:10 For I want you to understand what really matters, so that 
you may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. 
11 May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous 
character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much 
glory and praise to God. 

The _______________________ Of Not Producing Good Fruit

Matthew 7:17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces 
bad fruit. 
18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good 
fruit. 
19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and 
thrown into the fire. 
20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify 
people by their actions. 



21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will 
enter. 

We Stay Connected To ______________________ The Prizes

John 15:7-11

We Have Our ____________________ Answered

John 15:7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may 
ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!

We _____________________ Much Fruit

John 15:8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples.

We Participate In Bringing Glory To The Father

John 15: 8 …This brings great glory to my Father. 

We Live In _____________________ Love

John 15:9 “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in 
my love. 
10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I 
obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 

We Have The ___________________ Of Joy

John 15:11 I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my 
joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!


