THE NECESSITY OF CONNECTION

Ephesians 2:19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are
citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family.

20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets.
And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.

21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord.

22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives
by his Spirit.

Connected To The Church

Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

14 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say
Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.”

15 Then he asked them, “But who do you say | am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven
has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being.

18 Now | say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock | will
build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.

A Place Of

Ephesians 1:22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has
made him head over all things for the benefit of the church.

23 And the church is his bodys; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all
things everywhere with himself.

A Place Of

Ephesians 5:25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved
the church. He gave up his life for her

26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word.

27 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or
wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault.

A Place Of

2 Timothy 4:3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound
and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for
teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear.



4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths.

5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering
for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the
ministry God has given you.

A Place Of Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit
is the source of them all.

5 There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord.

6 God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of
us.

7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.

A Place Of

Ephesians 4:11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.

12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ.

13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of
God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and
complete standard of Christ.

14 Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and
blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when
people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth.

15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more
like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.

16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and
growing and full of love.

A Place To Fight

Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for
God can be trusted to keep his promise.

24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works.
25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.



