FIX YOUR THOUGHTS

Philippians 4:8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on
what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about
things that are excellent and worthy of praise.

Choose Your Thoughts

2 Corinthians 10:3 We are human, but we don’t wage war as humans do.
4 We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds
of human reasoning and to destroy false arguments.

Who Is In Charge

Psalm 47:7 For God is the King over all the earth. Praise him with a psalm.
8 God reigns above the nations, sitting on his holy throne.

Romans 13:1 Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority

comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by
God.

That We Are Citizens Of A Higher Kingdom

Philippians 3:20 But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives.
And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior.

21 He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like
his own, using the same power with which he will bring everything under his
control.

2 Corinthians 5:20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal
through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”

Those Who Are Placed In Authority Over Us

1 Peter 2:13 For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether the king
as head of state,

14 or the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish those
who do wrong and to honor those who do right.

15 It is God’s will that your honorable lives should silence those ignorant people
who make foolish accusations against you.

16 For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as an
excuse to do evil.



17 Respect everyone, and love the family of believers. Fear God, and respect the
king.

Romans 13:2 So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what
God has instituted, and they will be punished.

Our Eyes Off The Politics And Onto Our Lord

Colossians 3:1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights
on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right
hand.

2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.

3 For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.

4 And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share
in all his glory.

Pursue Truth

John 8:31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my
disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings.
32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

1 Corinthians 2:11 No one can know a person’s thoughts except that person’s
own spirit, and no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit.

12 And we have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), so we can know the
wonderful things God has freely given us.

13 When we tell you these things, we do not use words that come from human
wisdom. Instead, we speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s
words to explain spiritual truths.

14 But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s Spirit. It
all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are
spiritual can understand what the Spirit means.

15 Those who are spiritual can evaluate all things, but they themselves cannot
be evaluated by others.

16 For, “Who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to teach him?”
But we understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ.

To Bring Division

1 Corinthians 12:22 In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least
important are actually the most necessary.

23 And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the
greatest care. So we carefully protect those parts that should not be seen,



24 while the more honorable parts do not require this special care. So God has
put the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that
have less dignity.

25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care
for each other.

26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the
parts are glad.

27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.

Are More Important Than Rights

1 Corinthians 8:9 But you must be careful so that your freedom does not cause
others with a weaker conscience to stumble.

10 For if others see you—with your “superior knowledge” —eating in the temple of
an idol, won’t they be encouraged to violate their conscience by eating food that
has been offered to an idol?

11 So because of your superior knowledge, a weak believer for whom Christ died
will be destroyed.

12 And when you sin against other believers by encouraging them to do
something they believe is wrong, you are sinning against Christ.

13 So if what | eat causes another believer to sin, | will never eat meat again as
long as | live—for | don’t want to cause another believer to stumble.

In God’s Peace

John 14:27 “| am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the
peace | give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.

John 16:33 | have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on
earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because | have
overcome the world.”



