A GOD OF ABUNDANCE

John 1:16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after
another.

1 Kings 17:8 Then the Lord said to Elijah,

9 “Go and live in the village of Zarephath, near the city of Sidon. | have instructed a
widow there to feed you.”

10 So he went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the gates of the village, he saw a widow
gathering sticks, and he asked her, “Would you please bring me a little water in a cup?”
11 As she was going to get it, he called to her, “Bring me a bite of bread, too.”

12 But she said, “I swear by the Lord your God that | don’t have a single piece of bread
in the house. And | have only a handful of flour left in the jar and a little cooking oil in the
bottom of the jug. | was just gathering a few sticks to cook this last meal, and then my
son and | will die.”

13 But Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and do just what you’ve said, but
make a little bread for me first. Then use what’s left to prepare a meal for yourself and
your son.

14 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: There will always be flour and olive
oil left in your containers until the time when the Lord sends rain and the crops grow
again!”

15 So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her family continued to eat for
many days.

16 There was always enough flour and olive oil left in the containers, just as the Lord
had promised through Elijah.

2 Kings 4:1 One day the widow of a member of the group of prophets came to Elisha
and cried out, “My husband who served you is dead, and you know how he feared the
Lord. But now a creditor has come, threatening to take my two sons as slaves.”

2 “What can | do to help you?” Elisha asked. “Tell me, what do you have in the house?”
“Nothing at all, except a flask of olive oil,” she replied.

3 And Elisha said, “Borrow as many empty jars as you can from your friends and
neighbors.

4 Then go into your house with your sons and shut the door behind you. Pour olive oll
from your flask into the jars, setting each one aside when it is filled.”

5 So she did as she was told. Her sons kept bringing jars to her, and she filled one after
another.

6 Soon every container was full to the brim! “Bring me another jar,” she said to one of
her sons. “There aren’t any more!” he told her. And then the olive oil stopped flowing.

7 When she told the man of God what had happened, he said to her, “Now sell the olive
oil and pay your debts, and you and your sons can live on what is left over.”
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Luke 9:12 Late in the afternoon the twelve disciples came to him and said, “Send the
crowds away to the nearby villages and farms, so they can find food and lodging for the
night. There is nothing to eat here in this remote place.”

13 But Jesus said, “You feed them.” “But we have only five loaves of bread and two
fish,” they answered. “Or are you expecting us to go and buy enough food for this whole
crowd?”

14 For there were about 5,000 men there. Jesus replied, “Tell them to sit down in
groups of about fifty each.”

15 So the people all sat down.

16 Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and blessed them.
Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he kept giving the bread and fish to the disciples
so they could distribute it to the people.

17 They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the disciples picked up twelve
baskets of leftovers!
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