REVELATION 2:1-7

Revelation 1:10 It was the Lord’s Day, and | was worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, | heard behind me a loud
voice like a trumpet blast.

11 It said, “Write in a book everything you see, and send it to the seven churches in the cities of Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

12 When | turned to see who was speaking to me, | saw seven gold lampstands. 13 And standing in the middle
of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man....

19 “Write down what you have seen—both the things that are now happening and the things that will happen.
20 This is the meaning of the mystery of the seven stars you saw in my right hand and the seven gold
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches.

1 "Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus.

Acts 19:23 About that time, serious trouble developed in Ephesus concerning the Way.

24 1t began with Demetrius, a silversmith who had a large business

manufacturing silver shrines of the Greek goddess Artemis. He kept many craftsmen busy.

25 He called them together, along with others employed in similar trades, and addressed them as
follows: “Gentlemen, you know that our wealth comes from this business.

26 But as you have seen and heard, this man Paul has persuaded many people that handmade gods
aren’t really gods at all. And he’s done this not only here in Ephesus but throughout the entire province!
27 Of course, I'm not just talking about the loss of public respect for our business. I’'m also concerned
that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will lose its influence and that Artemis—this magnificent
goddess worshiped throughout the province of Asia and all around the world—will be robbed of her
great prestige!”

1 ....This is the message from the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, the one who walks
among the seven gold lampstands:

Matthew 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make
it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.

14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden.

15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it
gives light to everyone in the house.

16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your
heavenly Father.

2 “I know all the things you do. | have seen your hard work and your patient endurance. | know you
don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of those who say they are apostles but are
not. You have discovered they are liars.

3 You have patiently suffered for me without quitting.

6 But this is in your favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as | do.



4 “But | have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at first!
5 Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, |
will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches.

How Do You Recapture That First Love?

5 Look how far you have fallen!

5...Turn back to me

5...do the works you did at first

5...1f you don’t repent, | will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches.

1 Corinthians 13:1 If | could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, |
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if | understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all
knowledge, and if | had such faith that | could move mountains, but didn’t love others, | would be
nothing.

3 If | gave everything | have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, | could boast about it; but if |
didn’t love others, | would have gained nothing.

7 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.
To everyone who is victorious | will give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of God.

Genesis 3:22 Then the Lord God said, “Look, the human beings have become like us, knowing both
good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live
forever!”

23 So the Lord God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the
ground from which he had been made.

24 After sending them out, the Lord God stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden.
And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

Revelation 22:1 Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb.

2 It flowed down the center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing
twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for medicine to heal the
nations.

3 No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there,
and his servants will worship him.



