
REVELATION 2:12-17

Pergamum

___________________________

12  "Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum...

Characterization

12…. This is the message from the one with the sharp two-edged sword:

Revelation 1:16 He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged 
sword came from his mouth. And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance. 

Matthew 4:3 During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 
4 But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Matthew 24: 35 Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never 
disappear. 

____________________________

13 “I know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have 
remained loyal to me. You refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful 
witness, was martyred among you there in Satan’s city.

Condemnation

14 “But I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some among you 
whose teaching is like that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the 
people of Israel. He taught them to sin by eating food offered to idols and by 
committing sexual sin.
15 In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans among you who follow the same 
teaching.
16 Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against them with 
the sword of my mouth. 



Numbers 25:1 While the Israelites were camped at Acacia Grove, some of the 
men defiled themselves by having sexual relations with local Moabite women.
2 These women invited them to attend sacrifices to their gods, so the Israelites 
feasted with them and worshiped the gods of Moab.
3 In this way, Israel joined in the worship of Baal of Peor, causing the Lord’s 
anger to blaze against his people. 

Numbers 31:14 But Moses was furious with all the generals and captains who 
had returned from the battle. 
15 “Why have you let all the women live?” he demanded.
16 “These are the very ones who followed Balaam’s advice and caused the 
people of Israel to rebel against the Lord at Mount Peor. They are the ones who 
caused the plague to strike the Lord’s people.

Titus 3:9 Do not get involved in foolish discussions about spiritual pedigrees or in 
quarrels and fights about obedience to Jewish laws. These things are useless 
and a waste of time.
10 If people are causing divisions among you, give a first and second warning. 
After that, have nothing more to do with them.
11 For people like that have turned away from the truth, and their own sins 
condemn them. 

______________________________

17 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is 
saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give some of the 
manna that has been hidden away in heaven. And I will give to each one a white 
stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one understands 
except the one who receives it. 


