
REVELATION 3:14-22 
Laodicea: Repenting of Self-Sufficiency

  
Revelation 3:14 "Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from the 
one who is the Amen—the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s new creation: 15 “I know 
all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! 16 But 
since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! 17 You say, ‘I 
am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that you are wretched 
and miserable and poor and blind and naked. 18 So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has 
been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white garments from me so you will not be 
shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see. 19 I correct and 
discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your indifference.

Civilization
 Wealth
 Wool
 Medical school and eye salve

Characterization
Revelation 3:14 ...This is the message from the one who is the Amen—the faithful and true 
(alethinos; absolute truth, real, genuine, the one who cannot lie) witness (one who has first-hand 
information) the beginning of (the one who caused/accomplished) God’s new creation:

Commendation - There ISN’T One!

Condemnation
Revelation 3:15 “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot (zestos - boiling) nor cold. I 
wish that you were one or the other! 16 But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I 
will spit you out of my mouth! 17 You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ 
And you don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. 18 So I 
advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich.  

Problem 1: Lukewarmness

Problem 2: Self-sufficiency

John 15:5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will 
produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.

Compensation 
Revelation 3:20 “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door,
I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. 21 Those who are victorious will sit with 
me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his throne. 22 “Anyone with ears 
to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.”
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What To Do If You Are Lukewarm

1) See The Delightful Truth About God

He Is Powerful
Revelation 3:14 ...This is the message from the one who is the Amen—the faithful and true witness, 
the beginning of God’s new creation: 
He Is Present 
Revelation 3:15 “I know all the things you do...
He Is a Purifier
Revelation 3:16 But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 
mouth!
!
2) Admit Your Desperate Need
Revelation 3:17 You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t 
realize that you are wretched (pitiable) and miserable and poor and blind and naked.

The more self-sufficient we are the more we unknowingly become:
wretched ! - ! miserable ! ! - ! poor ! ! - ! blind !! - ! naked

3) Follow The Directions Of Jesus
Revelation 3:18 So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you 
will be rich. Also buy white garments from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and 
ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see.

! Gold - Spiritual Values! White Garments - Spiritual Virtue!! Ointment - Spiritual Vision

Matthew 11:28 Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.

John 6:35 Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again. 
Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

John 7:37 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, “Anyone 
who is thirsty may come to me!
!
4) Respond As A Deeply Loved Child Of God

Revelation 3:19 I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 
indifference.

Proverbs 3:11 My child, don’t reject the Lord’s discipline, and don’t be upset when he corrects you.
12 For the Lord corrects those he loves, just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights.

5) Open The Door To The Invitation Of Jesus

Revelation 3:20 “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. 21 Those who are victorious will sit with me on 
my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his throne.


