
Rephidim, Episode I: Life Meets the Rock 
#43 IN THE SERIES: NUMB3RS IN SO MANY WORDS 
Numbers 33:1-2 This is the route the Israelites followed as they marched out of Egypt under the leadership of 

Moses and Aaron. 2 At the Lord’s direction, Moses kept a written record of their progress. These are the 
stages of their march, identified by the different places where they stopped along the way.

Numbers 33:12 They left the wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah. 13 They left Dophkah and camped at 
Alush. 14 They left Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink.

Exodus 17:1 (NLT) At the Lord’s command, the whole community of Israel left the wilderness of Sin and moved 
from place to place. Eventually they camped at Rephidim, but there was no water there for the people to 
drink.

Exodus 17:2-7 (NKJV) Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, “Give us water, that we may 
drink.” So Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the Lord?”

3 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, “Why is it you 
have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”

4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me!”

5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also 
take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there 
on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.”

And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 So he called the name of the place Massah and 
Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying, “Is 
the Lord among us or not?”

The Role of                   
Genesis 32:28 And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with 

God and with men, and have prevailed.”

The                      person. 

• Aware of                      needs 

• Unaware of                       realities 
1st Corinthians 2:14 But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s Spirit. It all 

sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are spiritual can understand 
what the Spirit means.

The Role of                  

The                     person. 

• Aware of                              need 



• Unaware of a                     , but aware of the                      
Romans 7:21-24 I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably 

do what is wrong. 22 I love God’s law with all my heart. 23 But there is another power within me that 
is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. 24 Oh, what a 
miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death?

The Role of the               . 
1st Corinthians 10:1-4 I don’t want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, about our ancestors in the 

wilderness long ago. All of them were guided by a cloud that moved ahead of them, and all of them walked 
through the sea on dry ground. 2 In the cloud and in the sea, all of them were baptized as followers of 
Moses. 3 All of them ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all of them drank the same spiritual water. For they 
drank from the spiritual rock that traveled with them, and that rock was Christ.

John 7:1-2 After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He wanted to stay out of Judea, where the Jewish leaders 
were plotting his death. 2 But soon it was time for the Jewish Festival of Shelters.

John 7:10 But after his brothers left for the festival, Jesus also went, though secretly, staying out of public view.

John 7:14 Then, midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the Temple and began to teach.

John 7:37-39 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, “Anyone who 
is thirsty may come to me! 38 Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, 
‘Rivers of living water will flow from his heart.’” 39 (When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the 
Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given, because 
Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.)

John 19:37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”

Isaiah 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.

THE ANSWER IS ALWAYS                 . 
John 4:14  Those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring 

within them, giving them eternal life.”

                IS OFFERED, EVEN WHEN YOU AREN’T 
AWARE YOU NEED IT. 
Romans 5:10 (NIV) For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his 

Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

Revelation 22:17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let anyone who hears this say, “Come.” Let anyone 
who is thirsty come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water of life.


