EPHESISANS 1:1-5
1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus.
I am writing to God’s holy people in Ephesus, who are faithful followers of Christ Jesus.
2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ.
4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and
without fault in his eyes.
5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.
Faithful Follower
_________________________________
John 14:6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can
come to the Father except through me.
Colossians 2:6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord,
you must continue to follow him.
7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.
Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will
overflow with thankfulness.
8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding
nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of
this world, rather than from Christ.
9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body.
10 So you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the
head over every ruler and authority.
1 Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the
authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let
there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in
thought and purpose.
11 For some members of Chloe’s household have told me about your
quarrels, my dear brothers and sisters.
12 Some of you are saying, “I am a follower of Paul.” Others are saying, “I
follow Apollos,” or “I follow Peter,*” or “I follow only Christ.”
13 Has Christ been divided into factions? Was I, Paul, crucified for you?
Were any of you baptized in the name of Paul? Of course not!
14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius,
15 for now no one can say they were baptized in my name.
16 (Oh yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas, but I don’t
remember baptizing anyone else.)

17 For Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News—
and not with clever speech, for fear that the cross of Christ would lose its
power.
Galatians 1:6 I am shocked that you are turning away so soon from God,
who called you to himself through the loving mercy of Christ. You are
following a different way that pretends to be the Good News
7 but is not the Good News at all. You are being fooled by those who
deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ.
______________________________ By The Spirit
Philippians 1:9 I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that
you will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding.
10 For I want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live
pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return.
11 May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous
character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much
glory and praise to God.
Galatians 5:22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and
desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.
25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in
every part of our lives.
Romans 8:5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about
sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about
things that please the Spirit.
6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting
the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.
7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s
laws, and it never will.
8 That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can
never please God.
9 But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by
the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that
those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to
him at all.)

__________________________

Romans 12:2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let
God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then
you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and
perfect.
Ephesians 4:15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every
way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.
16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its
own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is
healthy and growing and full of love.
1 Peter 1:14 So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back
into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know
any better then.
15 But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose
you is holy.
_____________________________
Psalm 119:4 You have charged us to keep your commandments carefully.
5 Oh, that my actions would consistently reflect your decrees!
___________________________
John 1:12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to
become children of God.
13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or
plan, but a birth that comes from God.
Romans 8:15 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves.
Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.
Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”
16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children.
17 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we
are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his
suffering.
Galatians 4:6 And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.”
7 Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his
child, God has made you his heir.

______________________________

1 Peter 5:8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls
around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.
9 Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that your family
of believers all over the world is going through the same kind of suffering you are.
Romans 15:5 May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you
live in complete harmony with each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ
Jesus.
6 Then all of you can join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God,
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

