
EPHESIANS 1:15-23

The __________________________ For Paul’s Prayer

15 Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for 
God’s people everywhere,
16 I have not stopped thanking God for you….

The __________________________ Of Paul

16 …I pray for you constantly,
17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual 
wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God.
18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the 
confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich 
and glorious inheritance. 
19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power 
for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power
20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s 
right hand in the heavenly realms.

Three Specific Request

“give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your 
knowledge of God”

John 17:3 And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth.

Matthew 7:22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! 
We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name 
and performed many miracles in your name.’
23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who 
break God’s laws.’ 

Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty 
power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, 
sharing in his death,
11 so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection 
from the dead! 



“your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the 
confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are 
his rich and glorious inheritance”

1 Peter 1:3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is by his great mercy that we have been born again, because God 
raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great 
expectation,
4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept 
in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change 
and decay.
5 And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until 
you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last 
day for all to see. 
6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you 
must endure many trials for a little while.
7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested 
as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more 
precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong 
through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and 
honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 
8 You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you 
do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, 
inexpressible joy.
9 The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls. 

“you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who 
believe him”

2 Peter 1:3 By his divine power, God has given us everything we 
need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to 
know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his 
marvelous glory and excellence.
4 And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great 
and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to 
share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused 
by human desires. 
5 In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s 
promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral 
excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge,
6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient 
endurance, and patient endurance with godliness,
7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 
love for everyone. 



8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you 
will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, 
forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old sins.

The ___________________________ Of Christ’s Authority

21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else
—not only in this world but also in the world to come.
22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head 
over all things for the benefit of the church.
23 And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all 
things everywhere with himself. 

 Colossians 1:15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before 
anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 
16 for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. 
He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, 
kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created 
through him and for him. 
17 He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. 
18 Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, 
supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 
19 For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 
20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with 
everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 

Matthew 16:18 Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and 
upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.


