EPHESIANS 4:1

4:1 Therefore |, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your
calling, for you have been called by God.

The Message

4:1 In light of all this, here’s what | want you to do. While I'm locked up here, a prisoner
for the Master, | want you to get out there and walk—better yet, run!—on the road God
called you to travel. | don’t want any of you sitting around on your hands. | don’t want
anyone strolling off, down some path that goes nowhere.

God Calls All

Luke 5:31 Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick
people do.

32 | have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who
know they are sinners and need to repent.”

1 Corinthians 1:26 Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were
wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you.

27 Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those
who think they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to shame those
who are powerful.

28 God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and
used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important.

29 As a result, no one can ever boast in the presence of God.

God Calls All To

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God,
and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.
Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39 This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away —all who have
been called by the Lord our God.”

2 Thessalonians 2:14 He called you to salvation when we told you the Good
News; now you can share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.



God Calls Us To

Galatians 5:13 For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and
sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your
freedom to serve one another in love.

1 Peter 2:9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal
priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show
others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his
wonderful light.

God Calls Us To -Controlled Living
1 Thessalonians 4:7 God has called us to live holy lives, not impure lives.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way,
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord
Jesus Christ comes again.

24 God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.

2 Thessalonians 1:11 So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable
you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give you the power to accomplish all
the good things your faith prompts you to do.

12 Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because of the way you live,
and you will be honored along with him. This is all made possible because of the
grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 1:9 For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not

because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning
of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus.

God Calls Us To

1 Peter 2:20 Of course, you get no credit for being patient if you are beaten for
doing wrong. But if you suffer for doing good and endure it patiently, God is
pleased with you.

21 For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ
suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps.

1 Peter 3:9 Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults when people insult
you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has called you to
do, and he will grant you his blessing.



1 Peter 4:15 If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making
trouble, or prying into other people’s affairs.

16 But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege
of being called by his name!

God Calls Us To His Glory

1 Thessalonians 2:12 We pleaded with you, encouraged you, and urged you to
live your lives in a way that God would consider worthy. For he called you to
share in his Kingdom and glory.

1 Peter 5:10 In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by

means of Christ Jesus. So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore,
support, and strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation.

God Calls Us To Eternity With Him

1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly to the eternal life
to which God has called you, which you have declared so well before many
witnesses.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still
living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died.
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the
believers who have died will rise from their graves.

17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will
be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the
Lord forever.

18 So encourage each other with these words.

1 John 3:1 See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children,
and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize
that we are God’s children because they don’t know him.

2 Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what
we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for
we will see him as he really is.

3 And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he
is pure.

Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.



