JAMES 1:9-18

Be Realistic
James 1: 9 Believers who are poor have something to boast about, for God has
honored them.
10 And those who are rich should boast that God has humbled them. They will
fade away like a little flower in the field.
11 The hot sun rises and the grass withers; the little flower droops and falls, and
its beauty fades away. In the same way, the rich will fade away with all of their
achievements.

Be Resolute
James 1: 12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation.

Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who
love him.

Be Responsible
James 1:13 And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is

tempting me.” God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone
else.

Be Ready

James 1:14 Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag
us away.
15 These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it
gives birth to death.
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James 1:15 These desires give birth to sinful actions

Death

James 1:15 ...And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death.

James 1:16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters.

17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our
Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a
shifting shadow.

Philippians 4:8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your
thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.

James 1:18 He chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out
of all creation, became his prized possession.

JAMES 1:19-21

God’s Word

James 1:19 Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick
to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.

20 Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires.

21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word
God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls.

Matthew 13:1 Later that same day Jesus left the house and sat beside the lake.
2 A large crowd soon gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat
there and taught as the people stood on the shore.

3 He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: “Listen! A farmer
went out to plant some seeds.

4 As he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the
birds came and ate them.

5 Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted
quickly because the soil was shallow.

6 But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep
roots, they died.

7 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants.



8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty,
sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted!
9 Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”

18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting seeds:
19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message
about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and
snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts.

20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and
immediately receive it with joy.

21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as
soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word.

22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word,
but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the
lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced.

23 The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and
understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred
times as much as had been planted!”

1 Peter 1:23 For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end.
Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of
God.

How Do | Receive God’s Word?

Be
James 1:19 ...You must all be quick to listen...
Be
James 1:19 ....slow to speak,
Be
James 1:19 ...and slow to get angry.
James 1: 20 Human anger does not produce the righteousness God
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James 1:21 ... humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for
it has the power to save your souls.



