JAMES 2:14-26

Paul - Galatians 2:16 Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in
Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we
might be made right with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we have
obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law.”

James - James 2:24 So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not
by faith alone.

Ephesians 2:8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take
credit for this; it is a gift from God.

9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast
about it.

10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can
do the good things he planned for us long ago.

Faith Is Not Just Something You

James 2:14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith
but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone?

Matthew 7:20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify
people by their actions.

21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord! will enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.
22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your
name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your
name.’

23 But | will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s
laws.’

Faith Is Not Just Showing

James 2:15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing,
16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but
then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do?
17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is
dead and useless.

1 John 3:17 If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or
sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person?



Faith Is Not Just Something You Can

James 2:18 Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have
good deeds.” But | say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good
deeds? | will show you my faith by my good deeds.”

2 Corinthians 5:17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a
new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

Faith Is Not Just Having

James 2:19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good
for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror.

Faith Is Something That Is Obvious

James 2:20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless?
21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with
God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?

22 You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith
complete.

23 And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and
God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the
friend of God.

24 So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith
alone.

25 Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God
by her actions when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by a
different road.

26 Just as the body is dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good

works.
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2Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves.
Surely you know that Jesus Christ is among you; if not, you have failed the test of
genuine faith.



