
JAMES 3:1-12

_______________________ About What You Say

James 3:1 Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the 
church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly. 

1 Timothy 1:6 But some people have missed this whole point. They have turned away 
from these things and spend their time in meaningless discussions. 
7 They want to be known as teachers of the law of Moses, but they don’t know what they 
are talking about, even though they speak so confidently. 

1 Timothy 6:3 Some people may contradict our teaching, but these are the wholesome 
teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. These teachings promote a godly life. 
4 Anyone who teaches something different is arrogant and lacks understanding. Such a 
person has an unhealthy desire to quibble over the meaning of words. This stirs up 
arguments ending in jealousy, division, slander, and evil suspicions. 
5 These people always cause trouble. Their minds are corrupt, and they have turned 
their backs on the truth. To them, a show of godliness is just a way to become wealthy. 

2 Timothy 2:14 Remind everyone about these things, and command them in God’s 
presence to stop fighting over words. Such arguments are useless, and they can ruin 
those who hear them. 
15 Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good 
worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of 
truth. 
16 Avoid worthless, foolish talk that only leads to more godless behavior. 
17 This kind of talk spreads like cancer, as in the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. 
18 They have left the path of truth, claiming that the resurrection of the dead has already 
occurred; in this way, they have turned some people away from the faith. 

______________________ Need To Control Our Tongue

James 3:2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we 
would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way.

Proverbs 13:3 Those who control their tongue will have a long life; opening your mouth 
can ruin everything. 

James 1:26 If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling 
yourself, and your religion is worthless. 



_______________________ Must I Watch What I Say?

My Tongue ________________________ Where I Go

James 3:3 We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small 
bit in its mouth. 
4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, 
even though the winds are strong. 

My Tongue Can ______________________ What I Have

James 3:5 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand 
speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 
6 And among all the parts of the body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole 
world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, 
for it is set on fire by hell itself. 
7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 
8 but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison.

Proverbs 21:23 Watch your tongue and keep your mouth shut, and you will stay 
out of trouble. 

My Tongue ______________________ Who I Am

James 3:9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses 
those who have been made in the image of God. 
10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my 
brothers and sisters, this is not right! 
11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water? 
12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t 
draw fresh water from a salty spring. 

__________________________ Is The Problem?

The Problem Is In My ___________________________

Matthew 12:34 You brood of snakes! How could evil men like you speak what is 
good and right? For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. 
35 A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and 
an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. 
36 And I tell you this, you must give an account on judgment day for every idle 
word you speak. 
37 The words you say will either acquit you or condemn you.” 

Matthew 15:18 But the words you speak come from the heart—that’s what defiles 
you. 
19 For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual immorality, 
theft, lying, and slander. 


