JAMES 5:7-12

7 Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider the farmers
who patiently wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They eagerly look for the valuable
harvest to ripen.

8 You, too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near.

9 Don’t grumble about each other, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. For look—the
Judge is standing at the door!

10 For examples of patience in suffering, dear brothers and sisters, look at the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.

11 We give great honor to those who endure under suffering. For instance, you know about Job,
a man of great endurance. You can see how the Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is
full of tenderness and mercy.

12 But most of all, my brothers and sisters, never take an oath, by heaven or earth or anything
else. Just say a simple yes or no, so that you will not sin and be condemned.

When To Be Patient

When The Future Is

James 5:7 Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s
return....

When Circumstances Are

James 5:7 ...Consider the farmers who patiently wait for the rains in the fall and
in the spring. They eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen.

When Fear Is

James 5:8 You, too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is
near.

When People Are

James 5:9 Don’t grumble about each other, brothers and sisters, or you will be
judged. For look—the Judge is standing at the door!

10 For examples of patience in suffering, dear brothers and sisters, look at the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

When Problems Are

James 5:11 We give great honor to those who endure under suffering. For
instance, you know about Job, a man of great endurance. You can see how the
Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy.



When The Culture Is

James 5:12 But most of all, my brothers and sisters, never take an oath, by
heaven or earth or anything else. Just say a simple yes or no, so that you will not
sin and be condemned.

Why Be Patient

God

James 5:8 You, too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is
near.

James 5:9...the Judge is standing at the door!

God

James 5:11 We give great honor to those who endure under suffering....

Matthew 5:11 “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and
lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my
followers.

12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And
remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.

God

James 5:11 ...For instance, you know about Job, a man of great endurance. You
can see how the Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is full of
tenderness and mercy.

James 5:7-12 The Message

Meanwhile, friends, wait patiently for the Master’s Arrival. You see farmers do this all the time,
waiting for their valuable crops to mature, patiently letting the rain do its slow but sure work. Be
patient like that. Stay steady and strong. The Master could arrive at any time.

Friends, don’t complain about each other. A far greater complaint could be lodged against you,
you know. The Judge is standing just around the corner.

Take the old prophets as your mentors. They put up with anything, went through everything, and
never once quit, all the time honoring God. What a gift life is to those who stay the course!
You’ve heard, of course, of Job’s staying power, and you know how God brought it all together
for him at the end. That’s because God cares, cares right down to the last detail.

And since you know that he cares, let your language show it. Don’t add words like “I swear to
God” to your own words. Don’t show your impatience by concocting oaths to hurry up God. Just
say yes or no. Just say what is true. That way, your language can’t be used against you.



