1 PETER 2:11-25

11 Dear friends, | warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep away from
worldly desires that wage war against your very souls.

12 Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they
accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give
honor to God when he judges the world.

13 For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority —whether the king as head of
state,

14 or the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish those who do
wrong and to honor those who do right.

15 It is God’s will that your honorable lives should silence those ignorant people who
make foolish accusations against you.

16 For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as an excuse
to do evil.

17 Respect everyone, and love the family of believers. Fear God, and respect the king.
18 You who are slaves must submit to your masters with all respect. Do what they tell
you—not only if they are kind and reasonable, but even if they are cruel.

19 For God is pleased when, conscious of his will, you patiently endure unjust
treatment.

All Authority

1 Peter 2:13 For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether the king
as head of state,

14 or the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish those
who do wrong and to honor those who do right.

Colossians 1:15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before
anything was created and is supreme over all creation,

16 for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth.
He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones,
kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created
through him and for him.

An Accountability

1 Peter 2:17 Respect everyone, and love the family of believers. Fear God, and
respect the king.



Romans 13:7 Give to everyone what you owe them: Pay your taxes and
government fees to those who collect them, and give respect and honor to those
who are in authority.

Ephesians 6:5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with deep respect and fear.
Serve them sincerely as you would serve Christ.

6 Try to please them all the time, not just when they are watching you. As slaves
of Christ, do the will of God with all your heart.

An Attitude

1 Peter 2:18 You who are slaves must submit to your masters with all respect. Do
what they tell you—not only if they are kind and reasonable, but even if they are
cruel.

19 For God is pleased when, conscious of his will, you patiently endure unjust
treatment.

Matthew 23:11 The greatest among you must be a servant.
12 But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.

2 Corinthians 6:8 We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether
they slander us or praise us. We are honest, but they call us impostors.

9 We are ignored, even though we are well known. We live close to death, but we
are still alive. We have been beaten, but we have not been killed.

10 Our hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual
riches to others. We own nothing, and yet we have everything.

Galatians 5:13 For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and
sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your
freedom to serve one another in love.



