
Philippians 2 

1 Is there /assuming there is any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his 
love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate? 2 Then make 
me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other/be likeminded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind., loving one another, and working together/strive together with one 
mind and purpose. (i.e., Unity) 

Philippians 1: 27 Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about 
you, I will know that you are standing together with one spirit and one purpose, fighting together 
for the faith, which is the Good News.

Romans 12:2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new 
person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 
and pleasing and perfect. 

Genesis 11:6 “Look!” he said. “The people are united/one people, and they all speak the same 
language. After this, nothing they set out to do will be impossible for them! 

NOTE: If Satan can keep us from making God’s core 
beliefs OUR core beliefs…we are DIS-unified and can’t 
accomplish ANYTHING. 

We have to STRIVE for like-mindedness: 
- Pursue it; it’s your job! 
 Romans 12:18  Do all that you can to live in peace  
           with everyone. 
- Share and daily immerse ourselves in the same source       

of truth…..the same core values. 
- Have the same goals and values - God’s! 
- Avoid the things that dis-unify us 
- Walk in forgiveness 
- Turn belief into actions 
 1 John 3:18  Dear children, let’s not merely say that we 
love each other; let us show the truth 
           by our actions/doing something about it. 

Distinctions:   
1) “Unity” does not mean “conformity" but that we honor our differences and work together toward 

our common goal of being Jesus to the world despite our differences. 
2) Like-mindedness is not only the absence of division but also about our mutual participation in 

forward motion. 

v. 3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. 

John 13:35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 



5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. He came TO serve and not BE served.  
6 Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he 
gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. 
When he appeared in human form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God (the Father) and died a 
criminal’s death on a cross. 

NIV 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death—even death on a cross! 

2 Corinthians 8: 9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.  

The Son of God became a son of man so that the son’s of man could become the sons of God. 

9 Therefore (because of Christ’s self-humbling), God elevated/highly exalted/super-exalted him to the 
place of highest honor and gave him the name above all other names, 
10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven (both good and evil spiritual beings) 
and on earth (mankind) and under the earth (the dead),11 and every tongue declare that Jesus 
Christ is Lord (this is the point at which Jesus is granted the title of Lord), to the glory of God the 
Father. 

ILL: Westminster Shorter Catechism: 
“What is the chief end of man?”  “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” 

 Acts 2:36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!”  

1 Corinthians 15: 24 After that the end will come, when he (Jesus) will turn the Kingdom over to God 
the Father, having destroyed every ruler and authority and power. 25 For Christ must reign until he 
humbles all his enemies beneath his feet. 26 And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For the 
Scriptures say, “God has put all things under his authority.”* (Of course, when it says “all things are 
under his authority,” that does not include God himself, who gave Christ his authority.)  
28 Then, when all things are under his authority, the Son will put himself under God’s 
authority, so that God, who gave his Son authority over all things, will be utterly supreme over 
everything everywhere.  

12 Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away, it 
is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep 
reverence and fear.  

“Fear" = Gr. “Phobos”….Fear, terror, but also reverence, respect, honor. 
  
13 For/because God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him. 
14 Do everything without complaining and arguing, 15 so that no one can criticize you.  Live clean/
morally pure, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and 
perverse people .16 Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud 
that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not useless. 17 But I will rejoice even if I lose 
my life, pouring it out like a liquid offering to God, just like your faithful service is an offering to 
God. And I want all of you to share that joy. 18 Yes, you should rejoice, and I will share your joy.


