
Things Aren’t Always As They Appear 

- When It Appears God Has Let You Down 
James 1:2 Dear brothers and sisters when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for 
great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, 
for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. 
  
God hasn’t let you down….in fact, He’s changing you into something BETTER. 

- When It Appears Truth Can Be Found In Many Places and People 

Important Point: God’s truth is ALWAYS protective, redemptive. 
5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking. 6 But 
when you ask him, be sure that your faith (faith that His wisdom is right and true and beneficial) is in God 
alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and 
tossed by the wind. 7 Such people should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Their loyalty is 
divided between God and the world, and they are unstable in everything they do. 

So accept that GOD IS the source of all truth…..and the ONLY One to whom we can and should go to get it. 

When It Appears Wealth Is A Good Thing 
9 Believers who are poor have something to boast about, for God has honored them. 10 And those who are 
rich should boast that God has humbled them. They will fade away like a little flower in the field. 11 The hot sun 
rises and the grass withers; the little flower droops and falls, and its beauty fades away. In the same way, the 
rich will fade away with all of their achievements. 

Matthew 19:21 Jesus told him, “If you want to be perfect, go and sell all your possessions and give the money 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  
22 But when the young man heard this, he went away sad, for he had many possessions.  
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is very hard for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 24 I’ll say it again—it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the Kingdom of God!” 25 The disciples were astounded. “Then who in the world can be saved?” they 
asked. 26 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God everything 
is possible.” 27 Then Peter said to him, “We’ve given up everything to follow you. What will we get?” 28 Jesus 
replied, “I assure you that when the world is made new and the Son of Man sits upon his glorious throne, you 
who have been my followers will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone 
who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or property, for my sake, will 
receive a hundred times as much in return and will inherit eternal life. 

1 Timothy 6:8 So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 9 But people who long to be rich fall 
into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have 
wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 

- When It Appears God Is Causing Your Problems 
12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of life 
that God has promised to those who love him. 13 And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, 
“God is tempting me.” God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else. 14 Temptation 
comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. 15 These desires give birth to sinful actions. 
And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death. 

KJV: 12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive 
the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

“Blessed”  is a reflection of the person’s right relation to God. 

1) Many of my “trials” are the results of bad choices/sin! 

Jeremiah 17:9 “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. 
Who really knows how bad it is? 10  But I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine secret motives. 
I give all people their due rewards, according to what their actions deserve.” 



2) The other place my trials come from - the broken world I live in - STUFF happens! 

NOTE: God doesn’t CAUSE everything, but He will USE ANYTHING 
Romans 5:3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop 
endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of 
salvation. 

- When It Appears Human Life Is Cheap 
16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to 
us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting 
shadow. 18 He chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation, became his 
prized possession. 

- When It Appears A Little Sin is No Big Deal 
19 Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to 
22get angry. 20 Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires. 21 So get rid of all the filth 
and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save 
your souls. 

Colossians 3:5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the 
things of this world. 6 Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming. 7 You used to do these things when 
your life was still part of this world. 8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, 
and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked 
deeds. 10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him. 
  
John 14:15  “If you love me, obey my commandments. 

- When It Appears Going To Church Is Enough 
22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 
23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, 
walk away, and forget what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and 
if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 26 If you claim to be 
religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless. 27 Pure and 
genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows in their distress and 
refusing to let the world corrupt you. 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the 
good things he planned for us long ago. 

“If everyone gave and served and prayed exactly like you, would the church be healthy and empowered? Or 
would it be weak and listless?”  

“If it’s true that the Spirit of God dwells in us and that our bodies are the Holy Spirit’s temple, then shouldn’t 
there be a huge difference between the person who has the Spirit of God living inside of him or her and the 
person who does not?”  
― Francis Chan 

  


