
                                                              JONAH 3:1-10  

1 Then the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time: 
2 “Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh, and deliver the message I have given 
you.” 
3 This time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s command and went to Nineveh, a city so large 
that it took three days to see it all. 
4 On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted to the crowds: “Forty days from now 
Nineveh will be destroyed!” 
5 The people of Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the least, 
they declared a fast and put on burlap to show their sorrow. 
6 When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was saying, he stepped down from his 
throne and took off his royal robes. He dressed himself in burlap and sat on a heap of 
ashes. 
7 Then the king and his nobles sent this decree throughout the city: 
“No one, not even the animals from your herds and flocks, may eat or drink anything at 
all. 
8 People and animals alike must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must pray 
earnestly to God. They must turn from their evil ways and stop all their violence. 
9 Who can tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and hold back his fierce 
anger from destroying us.” 
10 When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, 
he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened. 


God Is Immutable: not capable of or susceptible to change 


Exodus 32:7 The Lord told Moses, “Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people whom 
you brought from the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 
8 How quickly they have turned away from the way I commanded them to live! They 
have melted down gold and made a calf, and they have bowed down and sacrificed to 
it. They are saying, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt.’ ” 

9 Then the Lord said, “I have seen how stubborn and rebellious these people are. 
10 Now leave me alone so my fierce anger can blaze against them, and I will destroy 
them. Then I will make you, Moses, into a great nation.” 
11 But Moses tried to pacify the Lord his God. “O Lord!” he said. “Why are you so 
angry with your own people whom you brought from the land of Egypt with such great 
power and such a strong hand? 
12 Why let the Egyptians say, ‘Their God rescued them with the evil intention of 
slaughtering them in the mountains and wiping them from the face of the earth’? Turn 
away from your fierce anger. Change your mind about this terrible disaster you have 
threatened against your people! 
13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. You bound yourself with an 
oath to them, saying, ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars of 

heaven. And I will give them all of this land that I have promised to your descendants, 
and they will possess it forever.’ ” 



14 So the Lord changed his mind about the terrible disaster he had threatened to bring 
on his people. 


Numbers 23:19 God is not a man, so he does not lie. He is not human, so he does not 
change his mind. Has he ever spoken and failed to act? Has he ever promised and not 
carried it through? 


1 Samuel 15:29 And he who is the Glory of Israel will not lie, nor will he change his 
mind, for he is not human that he should change his mind!” 


Three Truths About the Unchanging Nature of God 


	 God’s ______________________ Is Unchanging 


	 	 Hebrews 1:10 He also says to the Son, “In the beginning, Lord, you laid 	 	
	 	 the foundation of the earth and made the heavens with your hands. 
	 	 11 They will perish, but you remain forever. They will wear out like old 	 	
	 	 clothing. 

	 	 12 You will fold them up like a cloak and discard them like old clothing. 	 	
	 	 But you are always the same; you will live forever.” 


	 	 Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 


	 	 James 1:17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us 	 	
	 	 from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never 	 	
	 	 changes or casts a shifting shadow. 


	 God’s _______________________ Are Unchanging 


	 	 Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of our 	 	
	 	 God stands forever.” 


	 God’s ________________________ Is Unchanging 


	 	 Psalm 33:10 The Lord frustrates the plans of the nations and thwarts all 	 	
	 	 their schemes. 
	 	 11 But the Lord’s plans stand firm forever; his intentions can never be 	 	
	 	 shaken. 


	 	 Isaiah 46:10 Only I can tell you the future before it even happens. 	 	 	
	 	 Everything I plan will come to pass, for I do whatever I wish. 


	 	 The Unchanging Plan of God




	  
	 	 	 God Must _____________________ People For Their Sins 


	 	 	 God ______________________ A Mediator 


	 	 	 God _____________________ Mercy On Display 


	 	 	 	 Psalm 106:23 So he declared he would destroy them. But 	 	
	 	 	 	 Moses, his chosen one, stepped between the Lord and the 	 	
	 	 	 	 people. He begged him to turn from his anger and not 	 	
	 	 	 	 destroy them. 


Since God is Unchanging What Should We Do 


	 We ______________________ God 


	 	 Because He Does Not Change For Better Or For Worse 


	 	 Because He Does Not Change In His Relationship To Us 


	 We ______________________ to God


 
	 We ______________________ God 



